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ADVERT! SEMEKTr 

TTHE fpirit of viriuc and morality, whuhr 
breathes in this ancient Piece of Eafiern 
Inftruftion j its force and conciicnefs^ and 
the hopes that it may do good^ have pre- 
vailed with the per fun to whom it was fenc,. 
to coQimunicate ta the Pubk'C what was* 
tranflated only for his particular amufe-ir 
mcnt,^ There are fome reafoni which at 
prefent make it proper to contcal, not on- 
Jy his own name, but the name of his cer* 
refpondent, who has now refided in China> 
feveral years, and beea engaged in a bu(i« 
nefe very different from that of colleftjng 
literary curio(iries. Thefe rcafons will not 
fub(iit long ; aiid as he feems to intimate a- 
deflgn, on his return to England, of pub* 
Hilling an entire Tranflatio i of Gao«tfou's 
whole Journey, the Public will then, in all 
probaUlity, have an opportunity of being, 
fatisfied concerning any particulars whicb^ 
Aey may be curious to knOWt 
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My I^or^* 

Pekln, Mayia. t74f* 

4N the laft; letter which I had the 
honour of writiog to your Lordfliip, 
4ated Pecember 23. 1748, I think I 
concluded all I had to itay in regard: 
to the topography and natural hill 
tory of this great empire, I purpofed 
in this, and fome fucceeding ones^ to 
^ve f^t down fuch obferyations as I 
j^ave been ahle to make on the lawsy 
government^ religion, and manners 
; of the people ; but a remarkable oc- 
currence lia3. happened lately, which 
eivgrolTes the. conyerfation of the lim 
Urati here; and may hereafter^ ^er- 
baps^ afford macter of fpeoj^xxwi x.^ 
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the learned , in Euroj^e. As it is cf 
a nature virlii(;h I kiyjw will furmfli 
Tome entertainment to your JLord- 
fhip, I will endcavouriQgtw^ypu as 
.diftin<5l and particular .api ac^punt of 
it as I have been able to obtain. 

Adjoining to China, on the weft, is 
the large -country of- Thibet, called 
by fome Barantola. In a province 
of this country, named Lafa, reHdes 
the Grand Lama, or High Prieft, of 
■thefe idolaters J who is reverenced, 
and^evcn adored as a god, by moft of 
t;he neighbouring nations. The high 
opinion which is entertained of his 
facred chara(fler, induces prodigious 
numbers of religious people to re- 
ibrt to Lafa, to pay their homage to 
him, and to give him prefentf, ia 
order to receive his bleffing. His re-, 
iidence is in a moil magnificent pa- . 
god or temple, ianilt on the top of 
the jjaountain Poutala. 'Hie foot 
of this mountain, and even the 
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by an incredible number of Lamas 
^^ of diflPerent ranks and orders; feveral 
of whom have very grand pagods e- 
] rcdlcd to their honour, in which they 
7 receiveakindofinferiorworfhip. The 
I whole country, like Italy, abounds 
• with priefts ; and they entirely fub- 
' fift on the great number of rich pre- 
fents which are fent them, from the 
ucmofl extent of Tartary, from the 
empire of the Great Mogul, and from 
' almod all parts of the Indies. When 
the Grand Lama receives the adora- 
tions of the people, he is raifed on a 
magnificent altar, and fits crols-leg- 
ged upon a fplendid calbion. His 
worlhippers proftrate themfelves be- 
fore him in the humbleft and moft ab- 
jedl manner ; but he returns not the 
leaftiign of refpedl, nor everfpeaks, 
even to the greateft princes. He on- 
ly lays his hand upon their heads, 
and they are fully perfuaded, that 
they receive from thence a full for- 
givexxefs of all their fins. They are 
likewi/b fo Cictra vagaut a^ to voi^^tL^ 
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that he knows all things, even the fc- j 
crets of the heart : and his particular j 
difciples, being a feledl number of a- '\ 
bout two hundred of the moft emi- 
nent Lamas, havetheaddrefs to make , 
the people believe he is immortal; and 
that whenever he appears to die, he 
only changes his abode, and animates 
a new body. 

The learned in China have long 
beenof opinion, tbat, in|the archieves 
of this grand temple, fome very anci- 
ent books have, for many ages., been 
concealed : and the prefent Emperor, 
who is very curious in fearehing af- 
ter the writings of antiquity, became 
at length fo fully convinced of the 
probability of this opinion, that he 
determined to try whether anydifco-. 
very of this fort could be made. To 
this end, his firft care was to find out 
a perfon eminently ikilfnl in the an- 
cient languages and charadlers. He, 
at length, pitched upon one of the 
bans- 1 ins J or doctors of the firft or*- 
</er, whofenam^ was Cao-tfovx^i xxnan 
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)ut fifty years of age, of a grave 
1 noble afpedl, of great eloquence, 
Iwho, by an accidental friendftiip 
:h a certain learned Lama, whohad* 
ded many years at Pekin, was be- 
ne entirely matter of the language 
LichtheLamasofThibetufeamong 
imfelves. 

With thefe qualifications he fet for- 
rd on his journey, and, to give his 
nmiffion the greater weight, the 
iperor honoured him with the ti- 
of Coloa, or prime minifter. To 
lich he added a moil magnificent 
uipage and attendants, with pre- 
its for the Grand Lama, and the 
ler principal Lamas, ofanimmenfc 
lue } alfo a letter, written with his 
'n hand, in the following terms : 

TO T H E 

REAT REPRESENTATIVE OF GOD, 

Moft HIch, moft Holy, and worthy to be adored ! 

We, the Emperor of China^So- 
rereign of all the fever e\cti'& oi \\v^ 

B 2 
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** earth, in the perfonof this our mol 
" rr^fpedled Prime Minifter Cao-tfou 
" with all reverence and kumilic] 
" proftrateourfelves beneath thy fac 
" red feetyandimploreforourfelfjOu 
** friends, and our empire, thy mof 
" powerfulandgraciousbenedidioB 
*' Having a ftrong defire to fearcl 
" into the records of aintiquity, t 
** learn and retrieve the wifdom o 
" the ages that are paft ; and bein| 
** well informed, that in the facrei 
* * repofitori es of thy moft ancient ani 
" venerablehierarchy tberearefbxn 
** valuable books, which, from thci 
** great antiquity, are become to th 
** generality, even of the learned, al 
moft unintelligible; in order as fisi 
as in us lies to prevent their be 
ing totally loft, we have though 
" proper to authorifeand employ ou 
*' moft learned and refpecSed mini 
fter Cao-tfou, in this our prefec 
einbafly to thy Sublime Holincfi 
** The bufinefs of which is, to defir 
thai he m^j b^ petmixxRdvo t^^ 
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*? and examine the faid writings, we 
" expedling, from his great and un- 
**^ common flkill in the ancient lan- 
** guages, that he will be able to in- 
" terpret whatevermay be found, tho* 
^ oftheliigheftand moftobfcurcan- 
" tiquity. And we have commanded 
" him to throw himfelf at thy feet, 
" with fuch teftimonies of our rc- 
" fpecfl, as wetruft will procure him 
^ the admittance we defire/' 

I will not detain your Lordfhip 
with any particulars-of his journey, 
though he hath publilhed a large ac- 
I count of it, abounding with many 
; furprifing relations, and which, at 
j my return to England, I may proba- 
f bly tranflate and publifli entire. Let 
. it fuffice at prefent, that, when he ar- 
rived in thele facred territories, the 
'magnificence of his appearance, and 
the richnefs of his prefent s, faiied not 
to gain him a ready adrnilFion. He 
had apartments appointedhim in the 
Sacred C9]Jeg-e,andwas ?vi\iV\^dm\v\^. 

B 3 
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mquiries by one of the moft kai 
Lamas. He continued there nea 
nionthfl; duFing which time he 
thf fati$fai5lipn of finding many 
luable pieces of antiquity, fromf 
of which be hath inade very cur 
extraiSls, and hath formed fuch ] 
bable conjedlures concerning t 
authors, and the times wherein t 
wer? written, a,s proves him to ' 
manof great judgement and pene 
tion,, as well as moft extenfive r< 

ing. 

But the moft ancient piece he 

difcovered, and which none of 
Lamas for many ages had been ; 
to interpret or underftand, is a fi 
fyftem ofmorality, written in the 
guage and charadicr of the ane 
Gymnofophifts, or Brachmans; 
by what particular perfon, or in v 
time, he does not determine, 'j 
piece, however, he wholly tranfla 
tho', as he himfelf confeffes, witi 
utter incapacity of reaching, in 
Cbinefe language, the ftrength 
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' fublimity of the original. The judg- 
ments and opmions of the Bonzees, 
and the learned Dodlors, are very 
m-ach divided concerning it. Thofe 
who admire it the moft highly, arc 
very fond of attributing it to Confu- 
cius, their own great pliilofophcr ; 
and get over the difficulty of its be- 
ing written in the language and cha- 
ra<5ler of the ancient Brachnians, by 
j fuppofing this to be only a tranfla- 
tion, and that the original work of 
Confucius is loft. Some will have it 
to be theinftitutes of Lao-Kiun, an- 
j other Chinefe philofopher, co-tenapo- 
: . rary with Confucius, and founder of 
. the fedlToaflee ; but thefe labour un- 
der the fame difficulty, in regard to 
the language, with thofe who attri- 
bute it to Confucius. There are 
others, who, from fome particular 
marks and fentiments which they 
find in It, fuppofe it to be written 
by the Brachman Dandamis, whofe 
famous letter to Alexander the Great 
is recorded by the EuroptMi^\Sx^x^% 
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With thefe Cao-tfou himfelf feeniis 
mod inclined to agree, at leafl io far 
as to think, that it is really the work- 
of feme ancient Brachman ; being 
ftilly pfrfuaded, from the fpirit with 
which it was written, that it is no 
tranflation. One thing, however, oc-- 
eafions fome doubt amongPc them,^ 
and that is, the plan of it, which is 
entirely new to the Eaftern people,' 
and fo unlike any thing they have 
ever feen, that if it was not for fome 
turns of expreflion peculiar to the' 
Eaft, and the impoffibility of ac- 
counting for its being written in this- - 
very ancient language, many would 
fuppofe it to be the work of an Eu- - 
ropean. 

But whoever was the writer of it,- 
the great noife which it makesin this^ 
city and all over the empire, the ea-' 
gern efs with which it is read by all 
kinds of people,^ and the high enco- 
miums which are given to it by fome," 
at length determined me to attempt 
^ tranUation of it into Englifh ;• 



efpecially as I wasperfuaded it would 
bean agreeable prefent to your Lord- 
fliip. And I was the more eafily in- 
duced to make this trial, as, very 
happily for me, you cannot^judgc 
how far I have fallen fhort of the o- 
riginal, or even of the Chinefe tran- 
ilation. One thing, however, it may 
perhaps be neceflary to apologize for, 
at leall to give fome account of, and 
that is, theftyleand tnannerin which 
1 have tranflated it. 1 can affure your 
Lordihip, that when I firft fat down 
to the work, I had not the leaft inten- 
tion of doing it in this way, but the 
fublime manner of thinking which 
appeared in the in trodudlion , the great 
energy of expreflion, and the Ihort- 
nefs of the fentences, naturally led 
me into this kind of ftyle. And I 
hope the having fo elegant a pattern 
to form myfelf upon, as our verlioii 
of the book of Job, the Pfalms, the 
works of Solomon, and the prophets, 
hath been of fome advantage to my 
traa/lation. 
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Such as it is, if it afFords your 
Lordlhip any entertainment, I Ihall 
think myfelf extremely happy ; and 
in my next will refume my account 
of thif people and their empire. 



I am^ 



My LORD 



Your's, ^c. 



THE 



E C O N O M Y 



O F 



H XT M A N L t F E. 



s 



COMPLETE. 



[ *xv ] 



INTRODUCTEON. 

i30W down your heads unto the 
duft, O ye inhabitants of earth ! be 
filent, and receive, with reverence, 
inftrudlion from on high. 

Wherefoever the fun doth ihine, 
wherefoever the wind doth blow, 
wherefoever there is an ear to hear, 
and a mind to conceive; there let the 
\ precepts of life be made known, let 
I the maxims of truth be honoured and 
■ obeyed. 

All things proceed from God. His 
power is unbounded ; his w^ifdom is 
from eternity ; and his goodnefs en- 
dureth for ever. 

He fitteth on his throne in the cen- 
tre, and the breath of his mouth gi- 
veth life to the world. 

He toucheth the ftars with his fin- 
ger, and they run their courfe rejoi- 

C 
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On the wings of the wind he walk- 
cth abroad, and performeth his will 
through all the regions of unlimited* 
ipace. 

Order, and grace, and beauty, 
fpring from his hand. 

The voice of wifdom fpeaketh in 
all his works, but the human undcr- 
ftanding comprehendeth it not. 

The Ihadow of knowledge pafleth 
over the mind of man as a dream: 
he feeth as in the dark; he reafoneth, 
and is deceived. 

But the wifdoin of God is as the 
light of heaven ::he reafoneth not; his 
mind is the fountain of truth. 

Juftice and mercy wait before his 
throne; benevolence and love enligh- 
ten his countenance for ever. 

Who is like unto the Lord in glo- 
ry ? Who inpowerfhall contend with 
the Almighty? Hath he any equal 
in wifdom ? Can any in goodnefs be 
compared unto him ? 

He it is, O man ! who hath crea- 
tcd thee} thy ftationoue^tdiis fixed 
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by his appointment : the powers of 
thy mind are the gifts of his good- 
nefs ; the wonders of thy frame are 
the work of his hand. 

Hear then his voice, for it is gra- 
cious; and he that obeyethihall efta- 
bliih his ibul in peace. 
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PART FIRST. 



DUTIES 

THAT RELATE TO 

M A N, 

CONSIDERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL 

S E C T I O N I. 
Consideration. 
C/OMMUNE with thyfelf, O mai 
and confider wherefore thou we 
made. 

Contemplate thy powers; conter 
plate thy wants and thyconneflion 
fo ftialt thou difcover the duties 
life, and be dire6ted in all thy waj 
Proceed not to fpeak or to adl, b 
i»re thou haft weighed thy words, ai 
examined the tendencyof eNcvf fti 
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Aou fhalt take : fo Ihall difgrace fly 
far from thee, and in thy houfe Ihall 
fliame be a ftranger; repentance fliall 
notvifit, nor forrow dwell upon thy 
cheek. > 

The thoughtlefs man bridleth not 
liis tongue ; he fpeaketh at random, 
and is entangled in the foolilhnefs of 
his own words. 

As one that runneth in hafte, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit which he doth not fee ; fo is the 

1^ man thatplungeth fuddenly into any 
aftion, before he hath confidered the 
confequences thereof. 
' Hearken, therefore, unto the voice 

j, of Confideration : her words are the 
words ofwifdom, and her paths fliall 
lead thee to fafety and truth, . 



SECTION IL . 

Modesty. 

art thou, O man ! that pre- 
fumellon thine own wifdom'l qx ^V^ 

C 3 
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doft thou vaunt thyfelf on thine own. ^^j 
acquirements? i^ 

The firft ftep towards being wife, ^ 
is to know that thou are ignorant ;: -j 
and if thou wouldft be efteemed itv\ 



the j udgement of. others, caftoffthe 
folly of feeming wife in thine own 
conceit. 

As a plain garment bed adorneth 
a beautiful woman, fo a decent be- 
haviour is the greateft ornament of 
wifdom. 

The fpeech of a modeft man giv- 
eth luftre to truth ; and the diffidence 
of his words excufeth his error. 

Herelieth not on his own wifdom; 
he weigheth the counfels of a friend,^ 
and receiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turneth away his ear from his 
own praife, and believeth it not: he 
is the laftiij difcov^ring his own per- 
feftions. 

Yet, as a vail addeth to beauty, fo 
are his virtues fet off by the fhade 
whichhis modefty caftethuponthem. 
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But — ^behold the vain man, and ob- 
fcrve the arrogaat ; he clotheth him- 
felf in rich attire, he walketh in the 
public ftreet, he cafteth round his 
eyes, and courteth obl'ervation. 

He tofleth up his head, and over- 
looketh the poor; he treateth his in- 
feriors with infolence, and his fupe- 
riors in return Ibokdown on hispride 
I and folly with laughter. 

He defpifeth the judgment of o- 
thers ; he relieth on his own opinion, 
and is confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity of 
his imagination; hisdelight istohear 
and fpeak of himfelf all theday long. 

,He fwalloweth with greedinefs his 
own praife ; and the flatterer in re- 
turn eateth him up. 

-SECTION III. 

Application. 

OiNCE the days that are paft are 
gone for evfcr, and thofe that are to 
come may not Come to t\veey KX-X^^-* 
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hoveth thee, O man! to employ the', 
prefcnttime, without regretting the».^ 
lofs of that which is pad, ortoo much'^ 
depending on that which is to come^~.j 
Thisinftant is thine; the next isia^'i 
thewomboffuturity, andthouknow- -, 
eft not what it may bring forth. 

Whatfoever thourefol veil todo, do'^ • 
it quickly: defer not till the evening- , 
what the morning may accomplifh.- , 
Idlenefs is the parent of want and ', 
of pain ; but -the labour of virtue: 
bringeth forth pleafure. 

The hand of diligence defeateth ' 
want ; profperity and iuccefs are the- :^ 
induftrious man's attendants. 

Whoishethathathacquiredweakh, , 
that hath rifen to power, that hath 
clothed himfelf with honour, that ifr 
fpoken of in the city with praife, and 
that flandeth before the King in his 
counfel ? Even he that hath fhut out 
idlenefs from bis houfe,and hath faid 
unto Sloth^ Thou art mine enemy. 
He rifeth up early, andlyeth down 
^ate; iieexercifbth his miuA-wixlhcQn-. 
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ttmplation, and his body with adlion, 
and preferveth the health of both. 

The Slothful man is a burthen to 
Umielf ; his hours hang heavy on 
lus head ; he loitereth about, and 
boweth not what he would do. 

His days pais away like the fhadow 
'jof a cloud ; and he leaveth behind 
iim no mark for remembrance. 

His body is difeafed for want of 
eiercife ; he wifheth for adlion, but 
hath not power to move. His mind 
is in darknefs; his thoughts are con- 
fufed; he longeth for knowledge, but 
hath no application. He would eat 
of the almond, but hateth the trou- 
ble of breaking its ihell. 

His houfe is in diforder; his fer- 
vants are wafteful and riotous; and 
lie runneth on towards ruin: hefeeth 
it with his eyes ; he heareth it with 
his ears ; he ihaketh his head^ and 
wilheth, but hath no refolution; till 
ruin Cometh upon him like a whirl- 
wind, and fliame and repentance de- 
fcend with him to the grave. 
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SECTION IV. 

Emulation, ^' 

T ' '' 

IF thy foul thirfteth for honour, if; 

thy ear hath any pleafure in the voice 

of praife, raife thyfelf from the duft 

iw^hereof thou art made, and exalt thj^ 

aim to fomething that is praife-wor^ 

thy. 

The oak, that now fpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, was 
once but an acorn in the bowels of 
the earth. 

Endeavour to be firft in thy call- 
ing, whatever it be ; neither let any. 
one go before thee in well-doing: ne-* 
verthelefs, do not envy the merits 
of another, but improve thine .own^ 
talents, 

ScorJi alfo to deprefs thy competl tor 
by diflboneft or unworthy methpds ;, 
ftrive to raife thyfelf above him only- 
by excelling him : fo fhall thy con- 
tcft for fuperiority be crowned withr 
honour, if not with fuccefs* . 
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By a virtuous emulation the fpirit 

of man is exalted within him; he 

teth after fame, and rejoiceth as 

racer to run his courle. 

He lifetli like the palm-tree in fpite 

of oppreilion ; and as an eagle in the 

ament of heaven, he foareth alof t, 

,fixeth his eye upon the glories 

Itf the fun. 

The examples of eminent men are 
in his ^ifions by night ; and his de- 
light is to follow them all the day 
long. 

He formeth great defigns, he rejoi- 
ceth in the execution thereof ; and his 
name goeth forth to the ends of the 
•world. 

But the heart of the Envious man 
is gall andbitternefs ; his tongue fpit- 
tcth venom ; the £uccefs of his neigh- 
bour breaketh his reft. 

He ficteth in his cell repining; and 
the good that happeneth to another 
is to him an evil. 

Hatred and malice feed upon his 
heart, and there is no reft in him. 



« 
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Hefeeleth in his own bread no love 3 
of goodnefs ; and therefore believeth : 
his neighbour is like unto himfelf* 

He endeavours to depreciate thofe 
who excel him ; andputtethan evil 
interpretation on all their doings. 

He lyeth on the watch, and medi* 
tates mifchief: butthedctcllAtion of 
man purfueth him ; he is crulhcd as 
^ fpider in his own web. 

SECTION v.- 

Prudence. 

JLXEAR the words of Prudence ; give 
heed unto her cpuafels, and (lore them 
in thine heart. Her maxims are imi- 
verfal j and all the virtues lean upon . 
her ; fhe is the guide, and the.miC- 
trefs of human life. 

Put a bridle on thy tongue, fet a 

guard before thy lips, left the words 

of thine own mouth dcftroy thy peace. 

Let him that fcoffetVi^x x?sx^\^\x:vfc^ 



n. 
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take care that he halt not himfelf ; 
llj whofoe vcr fpeaketh of another's fail- 
I logs with pleafure, ihall hear of his 
own with ihame, 

Of much fpeaking cometh repent- 
ance, but £llence is fafety. 

A talkative man is a nuifance to 
j fociety; the ear is fick of his babbling; 
the torrent of his words overwhelmeth 
converfation. 

Boaftnotofthyfelf, for it fhall bring 
contempt upon thee; neither deride 
another, for it is dangerous. 

A bitter jeft is the poifon of friend- 
Ihip ; and he who reftrains not his 
tongue, fhall live in trouble. 

Furnifli thyfelf with the accommo- 
dations proper to thy condition; yet 
fpend not to the'utmoft of what thou 
canfl: afibrd, that the providence of 
thy youth may be a comfort to thy 
old age. 

Avarice is the parent of evil deeds ; 
but Frugality is the fure guardian of 
our virtues. 

Let thine own bulitv^fe ttv^'^^^^^^ 

D 
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attention ; le^ ve the care of the State 
to the governors thereof. 

Let not thy recreations be expen- 
five, left the pain of purchafing them 
exceed the pleafure thou haft in their 
enjoyment: 

Neither let Profperity put out the 
eyes of Circumfpedlion, nor Abun- 
dance cut oflFthe hands of Frugality: 
he that too much indulgethinthe fu- 
perfluities of life, fliall live to lament 
the want of its neceflaries* 

Truft no man before thou haft tri- 
ed him: yet miftruft not without rea- 
fon ; it is uncharitable. 

But when thou haft proved a man 
to be honeft, lock him up in thine 
heart as. a treafure, regard him as a 
jewel of ineftimable* price. 

Receive not the favours of a mer- 
cenary man, nor join in friendftiip 
with the wicked; they ftiall be fnares 
unto thy virtue, and bring grief to 
thy foul. 

Ufe not to-day what to-morrow 
zxjtay jvantj neither leave tkat to ha- 
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jzatd which forefight may provide 
for, or care prevent. 

From the experience of others do 
thou learn wifdom ; and from their 
failings corre<5l thine own faults. 

Yet expe<5l not even fromprudence 
) infelUble fucqefs j for the day know- 
cth not what the night may Turing 
forth. 

Thefoolis not always unfortunate, 
nor the wife man always fuccefsful ; 
yet never had a fool a thorough en- 
joyment, never was a wife man whol- 
ly unhappy. 

SECTION VI.. 

Fortitude. 

JlERILS, and misfortunes, and want, 
and pain, and injury, are the lot of 
every man that cometh into the world . 
It behoveth thee, therefore, early 
to fortify thy mind with courage and 
patience, thkt thou mayeft fupporc 
with, refolution thy allotud \so^;x!vwv 
of calamity. 

D 2 
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As the camel beareth labour, and 
Iieat, and hunger, andthirfl:, through. 
4cfarts of fand, and faintethnot; fo 
n man of fortitude {hall fuilain his 
virtue through perils and diftrefs. 

A noble fpirit difdaineth the ma- 
lice of Fortune, his greatncfs of fo\d 
is not to be cafl down. 

Hishappinefsdcpendethnotonher 
fmiles, and therefote with her frowns 
he ihall not be difmayed. 

As a rock in the iea» he ilandeth 
firm ; and the dafliing of the waves 
diflurbeth him not. 

He raifeth his head like a tower on 
an hill; and the arrows of Fortune 
drop at hia feet. 

In the inftanc of danger, the cou- 
rage of his heart fuftalneth him, and 
thedeadinefsofhismind beareth him 
out. 

He meeteth the evils of life as a 
man that goeth forth unto battle, and 
returneth with vidlory inhis hand. 

Under the preffure of misfortunes 
his calmncCs alleviates Ocvcvt '«ci^x\ 
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[and by his conflancy he fhall fur- 
mount them. 

But the daftardly fpirit of a timo- 
rous man betrayeth him to fhame. 

By fhrinking under poverty he 
. ftoopeth down to meannefs ; and by 
; tamely bearing infults he invteth 
injuries.- 

As a reedisihaken with the breath 
of the air, fo the fhadow of evil ma- 
keth him tremble. 

In the hour of danger he is embar- 
rafled and confounded ; in the day 
of misfortune hefinketh, and defpair 
overwhelmeth his foul. 

SECTION VII. 

Contentment. 

Forget not, O man! that thy fta^ 
tion on earth is appointed by the wif- 
domof the Eternal; whoknoweththy ' 
heart, who feeth the vanity of all thy 
wiflies, and who often in mercy de- 
nicth thy requefts. 

D 3 . 
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Yet for all reafonable defires, for 
allhoneftendeavoursjhisbenevolence 
hath eftablifhed, in the nature of 
things, a probability of fuccefs. 

The uneafinefs thou fceleft, the 

misfortunes thou bewaileft ; behold 

the root from whence they fpring, e- 

. ven thine own folly, thine own pride, 

thine own diftempered fancy. 

Murmur not, therefore, at the dif- 
penfations of God; but correcfl thine 
own heart : neither fay within thy- 
felf. If I had wealth, power, or lei- 
fure, I fhould be happy ; for know, 
they all bring to their feveral pofTeC 
fors their peculiar inconveniences. 

The poor man feeth not the vexa- 
tions and anxieties of the rich ; he 
feeleth not the difficulties and per- * 
plexities of power ; neither knoweth 
he the wcarifomnefs of leifure : and 
therefore it is that he repineth at his 
own lot. 

But envy not the appearance of 
happincfs in any man, for thouknow- 
^/? not his /ecret griefs* 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 43 

To befatisfied with a little is the 
>reateft wifdom; and he whoincrea- 
eth his riches, increafeth his cares; 
mt a contented mind is a hidden 
reafure, and a guard from trouble. 

Yet,if thou fuffereft not the blan- 
iiftiments of thy fortune to rob thee 
rfjuftice, or temperance, or charity, 
or modefty, even riches themfelves 
(hall not make thee unhappy. 

But hence {halt thou learn, that 
the cup of felicity, pure and unmixed, 
is by no means a draught for mortal 
man. 

Virtue is the race which God hath 
fet him to run, and happinefs the 
goal ; which none can arrive at till 
he hath finilhed his courfe, and re- 
ceived his crown in the manfions of 
eternity. 

SECTION VIII. 

Temperance. 

1 HE neareft approach thou canft 
make <o happinefs on t\v\% ^\$i^ ^^^ 
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grave,isto enjoy fromHeaven health, , 
wifdom, and peace of mind. 

Thefe bleflings, if thou pof&ffeft, 
and wouldft preferve to old age, avoid 
the ■^llurements of Voluptaoufnefs,' 
and fly from her temptations. 

Wheafhe fpreadeth her delicacies ' 
on the board, when her wine fparfc-^ 
lethin the cup, whenflie fmileth upon 
thee, and perfuadeth thee to be joy- 
ful and happy, then is the hour of 
danger, then let Reafon ftand firmly 
on her guard. 

For, it thou hearkened unto the 
words of her adverfary, thou arc de- 
ceived and betrayed. 

The joy which ihe promifeth chan- 
geth to madnefs, and her enjoyments 
lead on to difeafes and death. 

Look round her board, caft thine-- 
eyes upon her guefts, and obferve 
thofe.who have been allured by her 
fmiles,whohaTeUflenedtoher temp- 
tations. 

Are they not meagre? are they not 
£cklyf are they not fpimUfel 
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Their fhort hours of jollity and ri^ 
}t are followeA by tedious days of 
min and dejedlion; hehathdebauch- 
idand palled their appetites, thatthey 
lave now no rclifli for her nicelt 
lamties : her votaries are become her 
^(Sliixis ; the jufl and natural con- 
fcquence which God hath ordained, 
in the conflitution of things, for the 
puniihment of thofe who abufe his 
gifts. 

But who Is fhe, that with graceful 
fteps, and with a lively air, trips 
over yonder plain ? 

The rofe bluflieth on her cheeks ; 
the fweetnefs of the morning breath- 
eth fromher lips ; joy, tempered with 
innocence and modefty, (parkleth in 
her eyes; and from the chearfulnefs 
bf her heart flie fingeth as fhe walks. 

Her name is Health ; flie is the 
daughter of Exercife, who begot her 
upon Temperance; their fons inha- 
bit the mountains that ftretch over 
the northern regions of San Ton Hoe. 

The^ arc brave, adive^^tvd Vv\^V^% 
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and partake of all the beauties and 
rirtues of their lifter. 

Vigour ftringeth their nerves ; 
ftrength dwejleth in their bones; and 
labour is their delight all the day long. 

The employments of their father 
excite their appetites, and the repafts 
of their mother refrefli them. 

To combat thepaffions, is their de* 
light ; to conquer evil habits, their 
glor)\ 

Their pleafiires are moderate, and 
therefore they endure; their repofe 
is fhort, but found and undifturbed. . 

Their blood is pure ; their m^inds 
are ferenej and the phyfician know- 
cth not the way to their habitations. 

But fafety dwelleth not with the 
fons of men, neitheris fecurity found 
within their gates. 

Behold them expofed to new dan- 
gers from without, while a traitor, 
within lurketh to betray them. 

Their health, their ftrength, their 

beauty and a^flivity, have raifed de- 

/ire in the bo font of lafcmow^YtON^^ 
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5 flaiideth in her bower, flic 
eth with regard, flie fpreadeth 
^tnptations. 

;r limbs arefoft, her air is deli- 
her attire is loofe ; wantonnefs 
:eth in her eyes, and on her bo- 
[its Temptation : flie beckoncth 
. with her finger ; flie wooeth 

1 with her looks ; and by the 
thnefs of her tongue flie endear 
eth to deceive. 

il fly from her allurements, flop 

2 ears to her enchanting words, 
lu meeteft the languifliing ofhcr 
,if thouheareft the foftnefs of her 
;, if flie cafl:eth her arms about 
fliebindeth thee inchainsforever. 
lame foUoweth ; and difeafe, and 
:, and care, and repentance, 
ifeebled by Dalliance, with Lux- 
pampered, and foftened by Sloth, 
gth fliall forfake thy limbs, and 
:hthy conftitution: thy days fliall 
ew, and thofe inglorious ; thy 
's fliall be many, yet meet with 
ompaffion. 
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PART SECOND. 



THE 

PASSIONS. 

S E C T I O N I. 

Hope and Fear. i 

1 HE promifes of Hope are fweeter. 
than roies in the bud, and far more ' 
Mattering to expectation ; but the I 
threatnings of Fear are a terror to ' 
the heart. 

Neverthelefsy let not Hope allure, 
nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
■which is right; fo thalt thou be pre- 
pared to meet all events with an e- 
qual mind. 

The terrors of death are no terrors 
to the good : reftraln thy hand from 
evil, and thy foul fliall have nothing 
to fear. i 

In ail thy undeTtakin^, let sl rca- 1 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 49 

fonable aflurance animate thy end ea- 
Tours ; if thou defpaireft of fuccefs, 
thou {halt not fucceed. 

Terrify not thy foul with vain 
fears, neither let thine heartfink with- 
in thee from the phantoms of ima- 
gination. 

From fear proceedeth misfortune ; 
but he that hopeth, helpeth himfelf. 

As the oftrich when parfoed hideth 
Us head, but forgetteth his body ; fo 
the fears of a coward expofe him to 
danger. 

Ifthoubelieveftathing impoflible, 
thy defpondency fhall make it fo; but 
hethatper{evereth,fhall overcome all 
difficulties. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
a fool; but he that is wife, purfueth 
knot. 

In all thy defires let reafon go be- 
fore thee; and fix not thy hopes be- 
yond the bounds of probability ; fo 
ihall fuccefs attend thy undertakings, 
and thy heart fhall not be vexed with 
U&ppointments. 

E 
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SECTION II. 
Joy and Grief, 

J-iET not th^ mirth be fo extrava- 
gant» as to intoxicate thy mind; nor 
thy forrow fo heavy, as todeprefsthy 
heart : this world affbrdeth no good 
fo tranfportingj npr infiidlcth any ©- 
vil fo fevere, as ihould raife thee far 
above, or fink thee much beneath the 
balance of moderation. 

Lo ! yonder flaadeth the houfe of 
Joy, it IS painted on the outfide, and 
looketh gay ; thou mayeft know it 
by the noife of mirth and exultation 
that iiTueth from it. 

The millrefs ftandeth at the door, 
and calleth aloud to all that pafs by ; 
Ihe lingeth, aad fhouteth, and laugh- 
eth without ceaiing. 

She inTiteththemtotaftetheplea- 
fures of life; which, fhe telleththemi 
are no where to be found but be- 
ncatb her roof. 
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But enter thou not into her gate ; 
leither aiTociate thyfclf with thofe 
irho frequent her houfe. 

They call themfelves the fbns of 
by, they laugh and feem delighted; 
>ut madnef&and folly are in all their 
ioings. 

They are linked with Mifchief hand 
n hand, and their fteps kad down to 
ivil ; dangers befet them round about, 
ind the pit of deftrudlion yawneth 
beneath their feet. 

Look now on the other fide ; and 
behold in that vale ovcrfhaidowed 
with trees, and hid from the figiit of 
men, the liabitation of Sorrow. 

Her bofom heaveth with fighs ; 
her mouth is filled with lamentation ; 
(he delighteth to dwell on the fubjeft 
of human mifery. 

She looketh on the common acci- 
dents of life, and wcepcth; the weak- 
ne& and wickednefs of man is the 
theme of her lips. 

All nature toher tecmctl\v(vd\eMU\ 
everjr obje<^ fhe feetk is tvii^<^^ nr\^ 

E 2 
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the gloom of her own mind ; and the 
voice of Complaint faddeneth her 
dwelling day and night. 

Come not near her cell; her breath 
is contagiousjihe willblaft the fruits, 
and wither the Howers, that adorn 
and fweetcn the garden of life. 

In avoiding the houfe of Joy, let 
not thy feet betray thee to the borders 
of this difinal manfion, but purfiie 
with care the middle path, which 
ihall lead thee by a gentle ajfcenc to 
the bower of Contentment. 

^witnhcf uwciicth peace ;. with hep 
dwell fafety and tranquillity. She is. 
cliearfui, tut not gay : ihe is ferious, 
but not grave: fhe vieweth the joys 
and the ibrrows of life with fteadi- 
nefs and ferenity. 

From hence as from an eminence, 
ihalt thou behold the folly and the 
miferyofthofewho, eitherledby the 
gaiety of their hearts, take up their 
abode with the companions of Jollity 
and riotous Mirth ; or, infedled by 
O/oomiaefs and MclauOaoV^ , ^^a.^ 
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ill their days in complaiQing of the 
ll woes and calamities of human life. 

Thou {halt view them both with 
pity, and the error of their ways IhalL 
keep thy feet from, dray ing.. 

SECTION IIL 

AnG£R« 

As the whirlwind in its fury teareth 
up trees, and deformeth the face of 
Nature, or as an earthquake in its con- 
vulfionsoverturneth cities, fo the rage 
of an angry man throweth iflifchief 
around him ; danger and deftrudlion' 
wait on his hand; 

But Gonfider, and forget not thine 
own weaknefs, fo ihalt thou pardon^ 
the failings of others. 

Indulge not thyfelf in the paflion 
of anger; it is whetting a fword to» 
wound thy own bread, or murder 
thy friend; 

If thou beareft flight provocations. 
with patience, it Ihall be imputed! 

E 3 
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unto thee for wifdom ; and i£ thou 
wipeft them from thy remembrance, 
thy heart fhall feel reft, thy mind 
fhall not reproach thee. 

Do nothing m thy paflion : Why 
wilt thou put to fea in the violence 
of a ftorm ? 

If it be difficult to rule thine anger, 
it is wife to prevent it ; avoid, thercr 
fore, all occafions of falling into wrath;_ 
or guard thyfelf ^^gainft them when-^ 
ever they occur. 

A fopl is provoked with infblent 
fpeech^, but a wife man laughcth; 
them to fcorn. 

Harbour not revenge in thy breaft ; 
it will tom^ent thy heart, and dijP- 
colour its beft inclinations. 

Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return, an injury; he that 
watches for an opportunity of: re^ 
vengc, Ueth in wait againft himfelf, 
and drawethdown mifchief on his. 
own head.^ 

A mild anfwer to an angry man, 
IiJ^e water cailugoa xkefti^v^^'^^'^ 
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lis heat; and from an enemy, he 
ball become thy friend. 

Confider how few things are wor- 
hj of anger, and thou wilt wonder 
bat any but fools ihould h€ wroth* 

In folly or weaknefs it always be- 
;inneth ; but remember, and be well 
iflured, it feldom concludeth with- 
out repentance. 

On the heels of Folly treadeth 
Shame; at the back of Anger ftand- 
eth Remorfe. 



As 



SECTION IV. 

PlTYi. 

bloffoms and flowers are ftrew- 
cd upon the earth by the hand of 
Spring ; as the kindnefs of Summer 
produceth in perfedlion the bounties 
of Harveft; fo the fmiles of Pity lhed« 
bleffings on the children of Misfor- 
tune. 

He who piticth another, recom- 
mendeth himfelf; but he who \%^\sh^ 
out coxnpaifion, deferve\3ctVx.xiQXM 
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The butcher relenteth not at the 
bleating of the lamb ; neither is the 
heart of the cruelmovedwithdiftrefs. 

But the tears of the compaflionate 
are (weeter than dew-drops falling 
fromrofes on the bofbm of the earth. 

Shut not thine ear, therefore, a- 
gainft the cries of the poor; neither 
harden thine heart againfl the cala- 
mities of the innocent. 

When the fatherlefs call upon thee, 
when the widow's heart is funk, and- 
flie imploreth thy aillflance with 
tears of forrow; O pity her afHidlion, 
and extend thy hand to thofe who> 
hare none to help them. 

When thou feed the naked wan-- 
der on the ftreet fliivering with cold »> 
and deftitute of habitation, let boun* 
ty open thine heart; let the wings of.' 
chanty fhelter them from death, that, 
thine own foul may live. 

Whilft the poor man groaneth oni 
the bed officknefs, whilft the un- 
fortunate languiih in the horrors of* 
« dungeon^ or the hoary Yit^^oi^jjESL. 
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lifts up a feeble eye to thee for pity; 
P how canft thou riot in fuperfluous 
'enjoyments, regardlefs of their wahts» 
unfeeling of their woes ! 

SECTION V. 

Desire and Love. 

IjEWARE, young man! beware the 
' allurements of Wantonnefs ; and let 
fj not the Harlot tempt thee to her dc- 
■I lights 

j The madjiefs of defire fliall defeat 
. its own purfuits ; from the blindneft 
f* of its rage thou flialt ruih upon de- 
I ftrudlion. 

Therefore^ give not up thy heart 
, to her fweet enticements ; neither' 
^ iufier thy foul to be enflaved by her 

enchanting delufion. 
The fountainof health, which muft 

fupply the ftream of pleafure, Ihall 

quickly be dried up; and every fpring 

of joy (hall be exhaufted. 
In the prime of thy life old ^.^^ 
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fhall overtake thee; thy fun fhall de- 
cline in the morning of thy days. 

But when virtue and modcfly en- 
lighten her charms, the luftre of a 
beautiful wboian is brighter than the 
ftars of heaven ; and the influence of 
her power it is in vain to refill. 

The whit^nefs of her bofbm trant- 
cendeth the lily ; her fmile is more 
delicious than a garden of rofes. 

The innocence of her eye is like 
that of the turtle; fimplicity and truth 
dwell in her heart. 

Thekiffes of her mouth arefweeter 
than honey ; the perfumes of Arabia 
breathe from her lips. 

Shut not thy bofonvto the tender- 
nefs of Love ; the purity of its flame 
fhall ennoble thine heart, and foften 
it to receive the faireft.impreflions^ 
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PART THIRD. 

W O M A N. 

vJlVE ear, fair daughter of Love, 
to the inftrudions of Prudence; and 
let the precepts of Truth fink deep 
in thine heart: fo (hall the charms 
of thy mind add luftre to thy form; 
and thy beauty, like the rofe it re- 
iembleth, Ihall retain its fweetnefs, 
when its bloom is withered. 

In the fpring of thy youth, in the 
morning of thy days, when the eyes^ 
of-men gaze on thee with delight ; 
ah ! hear with caution their alluring 
words ; guard well thy heart, nor 
liften to their foft feducements. 

Remember, thou art made man's 
reafonable companion, not the flave 
of his paffion ; the end of thy being 
is to aflifl him in the toils of life, to 
footbcbim with thy UTid«txitfe>^^^ 
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recompencehis care with fbft endear- 
ments. 

Who is flie that winneth the heart 
of man, that fubdueth him to love, 
and reigneth in his breafl ? 

Lo ! yonder fhe walketh in maiden 
fweetnefs, with innocence in her 
mind, and modefty on her cheek. 

Her hand fceketh employment; 
her foot delighteth not in gadding 
abroad. 

She is cloathed with neatnefs ; fhe 
is fed with temperance: humility 
and meeknefs are as a crown of glory 
circling on her head. 

On her tongue dwellcth muiic ; 
the fweetnefs of honey fllowcth from 
her lips. 

Decency is in all her words, in Jier 
anfwers are mildnefs and truth. 

Submiflion and obedience ^re the 
leflbns of her life ; and peace and 
happinefs her reward. 

Before her fteps walketh Prudence; 
Virtue artendeth at her right hand. 
Her eje/peakethfoftnefa MA\wt.\ 
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but Difcretion with a fceptre fittcth 
on her brow. 

The tongue of the licentious is 
dumb in her prefence ; the awe of 
her virtue keepeth him filent. 

When Scandal is bufy, an 1 the fame 
ofher neighbour is toffed from tongue 
to tongue, if Charity and Good-ns:- 
ture open not her mouth, the finger 
of Silence refteth on her lip * 

Her bread is themanfion of good- 
nefs ; and therefore the fulpedieth no 
evil in others. 

Happy were the man that fhould 
make her his wife ; happy the child 
that fliall call her mother. 

She prefideth in the houfe, and 
there is peace; fhe commandeth with 
judgment, and is obeyed 

She arifeth in the morning; fhe 
confiders her affairs ; and appoin^eth 
to every one their proper bufinefs. 

The care ofher family is her whole 
delight; to that alone the applieth 
her ftudj:. and elegatvet ^SrfeL ivQ&« 
galitjr is ieen in her u\?^xA.o\A% 



€2 
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The prudence of her managemeni 
is an honour to her hufband, and h( 
heareth her praife with filent delight, 

She informeth the minds of hei 
children with wifdom: Ihe fafhioneti 
their mariners from the example oi 
her goodnefs. 

The word of her mouth is the lav« 
of their youth; the motion of hei 
C) e commandeth their obedience. 

She fpeakerh, and her fervants fly 
fhe pointeth, and the thing is done: 
for the law of love is in their heart 
her kindnefs addeth wing to theii 
feet. 

In profperity, fhe is not puffed up 
in adverfity, fhe healeth the woundi 
of Fortune With patience. 

The troubles of her hufband an 
alleviated by her counfels, and fwcet 
ened by- her endearments; he puttetl 
his heart in her bofom, and receivetl 
comfort. 

Happy is the inan that hath mad< 
Jber bis wife , happy the child tha^ 
calleth her mother. 



PART FOURTH. 



CONSANGUINITY: 

O R, 

Natural Relations* 



SECTION L 

Husband* 

1 AKE unto thyfelf a wife, and o- 
bey the ordinance of God : take unto 
thyfelf a wife, and become a faithful 
member of fociety. 

But examine with care, and fix 
not (uddenly ; on thy prefent choice 
depends the future happinefs of thee 
and thy pofterity. 

If much of her time is deftroyed 
in dreft and ornaments, \i {iv^ \^ «l- 
zinoured with her owuV^^^wx^v'^^^ 
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delighted with her own prajfe, if fii< 
]augheth much, and talketh loud, i 
her foot abideth not in her father'i 
houfe, and her eyes with boldnefl 
' rove on the fac^s of men j thougl 
her beauty were as the fun in th^ 
firmament of heaven, turn thine eyei 
from her charms, turn thy feet fron 
her paths, and fuffer not thy foul tc 
be enfnared by the allurenaents of th] 
imagination. 

But wh^n thou fimdefli fcnfibilit] 
of heart, joined withfoftnefs of man 
ners, an accompltfbed mind, with j 
form agrceabk to thy fancj, takef he: 
home to thy houfc} fhe is wof chy t( 
be thy friend, thy companion in lift 
the wife of thy bofom. 

O cherilh her as a bleffing fent the< 
from Heaven; let th^kindncf&of th] 
behaviour endear thee to her heart* 

She is the miftf^fs of thy houfc 
treat her therefore with refp?£l, tha 
tAjr jfhrvants may obey her. 
OppaJknot heriuc\vu^uoTiNqSAtf« 
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caufe; flie is the partner of thy cares, 
make her alfo the companion of thy 
pleafures. 

Reprove her faults with gcntlenefsj- 
exadl not her obedience with rigour. 

Truft thy fecretts in her bread; her 
counfels are fincere : thou fhalt not 
be deceived. 

Be faithful to her bed ; for Ihe is 
. the mother of thy children. •-» 

When pain and ficknefs aflault her, 
let thy tendernefs foothe her afflidliom 
a look from thee of pity and love^ 
(hall alleviate her grief, or mitigate 
her pain, and be of more avail than 
ten phyjficians. 

Confider the delicacy of her fex, 
the tendernefs of her frame; and be 
not fevere to her weaknefs, but re- - 
member thine ownimperfedtions. 

SECTION IL. 

Father* ^ 

GoNSlBER, thou wKo ^n ^^7Ct«vx:; 
the importance of thy x.v\x^\ >3^<^\^€\^ 

F 3 
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thou haft produced it is thy duty t 
fupport. 

Upon th^e alfo it dependeth, whc 

*ther the child of thy bofom (hall b 

a bleffing ©r a curfe to thyfelf ; a ufe 

£ul or a worthlefa- member of th 

cottimunity. 

Prepare him^^ with early inftrudlion 
and feafon his mind with the max 
ims of truth. 

Watch the bent of his inclination 
fet him right in his youth; and Ic 
no evil habit gain ftrength with hi 
years. 

So {hall he rife like a cedar on th 
mountains ; his head fhall be feci 
above the trees of the foreft. 

A wicked fon is a reproach to hii 
father ; but he that doeth right is ai 
honour to his grey hairs. 

The foil is thine own, let it noi 
want cultivation; the feed which thoi 
foweft that alfo fhalt thou reap. 

Teach.him obedience, and he fhali 
A/e/S thee; teach him miodefty, and 
Ae Aallnot be alham^d^ 
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Teach him gratitude, and he fhall 
. receive benefits ; teach him charity, 
and he fhall gain love. 

Teach him temperance, and he fliall 
have health; teachhim prudence, and 
fortune (hall attend him. 
I Teach him juftice, and he Ihall be 
! honoured by the world ; teach him 
fincerity, and his own heart fliall not 
reproach him. 
Teach him diligence, and his wealth 
' Ihall increafe; teach him benevolence, 
and hi^ mind fliall be exalted. 

Teach him fcience, and his mind 
fliall be ufeful ; teach him religion, 
and his death fliall be happy. 

SECTION III. 

Son. 

Jb ROMthe creatures pfGod let man 
learn wifdom, and apply to himfelf 
the inft:rudlion they give. 

Go to the defart, my fon:; obferve 
the young flork of th^ mX^^va.^^v^ 
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let him fpeak to thy heart. He bear 
cth on his wings his ^ged fire ; h 
lodgeth him in fafety, and fuppliet] 
him with foodi 

The piety of a child is fweeter thai 
the incenfe of Perfia offered to th< 
fun; yea, more delicious than odours 
wafted from a field of Arabian fpice 
by the Wcftern gales^ 

Be grateful then to thy father, fo: 
he gave thee life; and to thy mother 
for fhe fuflained thee. 

Hear the words of his mouth, fc] 
they are fpoken for thy good ; giv< 
ear to his admonition, for it proceed 
cth from love. 

He hath watched for thy welfare 
he hath toiled for thine cafe; do ho- 
nour therefore to his age, and let noi 
his gray hairs be treated with irreve- 
rence. 

Think on thy hclplcfs infancy, an c 

the forwardnels of thy youth, and in- 

dulge the infirmities of thy aged pa- 

rents ; affift and fupport them in th< 

decline ofl\fi\ 
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So (hall their hoary heads go down 
to the grar^ in peace; and thine own 
children, in reverence of thy example, 
fliill repay thy piety 'Writh filial love. 

S E C T I a N IV. 

Brothers. 

1 E are the children of one fisither, 
pro vided for by his care ; and the breaft 
of one mother hath given you fuck. 

Let the bonda of affedtibn, there- 
fore, unite thee with thy brothers ; 
that peace and h^ppinefs may dwell 
m thy father's houfe.^ 

An<l when ye feparate m tW worlds 
remember the reUtMn. that bindeth 
ycm^ to lore and unity : prefer not a 
ftranger before thine own blood. 

If thy brotheris in adverfity, affift 
him ; if thy fifter is in trouble, fbx-« 
fake her not. 

So fliall the fortunes of thy father 
contribute to the fupportof his whole 
race, and his care be contimt-d to ^o^ 
bU in your love to eaclx ^i^Euctv 



[ 7^ 3 
PART FIFTH. 



IP R O V I D E N G E: 

OR, THi; 
ACCIDENTAL DIFFERENCES OF MEN: 

SETION H 

Wise and Ignorant. 

X HE gifts of the underftanding are 
the treafures of God ; and he ap- 
pointeth to every one his portion, in 
what meafuFe feemeth good^ unco 
himielfk 

Hath he endowed thee with wif^ 
dom ? Hath he enlightened thy mind 
with the knowledge of truth? cotn^ 
municate it to the ignorant for their 
inftrudtion ; communicate it to the 
V^ for their own' improvement. 

Xrue.wiiciomis lefeptetxjLXxxvtijy^Kv^^ 
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folly ; the wife man doubteth often, 
and changeth his mind ; the fool i& 
obftinate and doubteth not ; he kno w- 
eth all things but his own ignorance. 
The pride of emptincfs is an abo- 
mination, and to talk much is the 
fooliftinefs of folly; neverthelefs, it is 
the part of Wifdom to bear the imper- 
tinence of fools, to hear their abfur- 
dities with patience, and pity their 
weaknefs. 

Yet be not pufied up in thine own 
conceit, neither boaft of fuperior 
underftanding^ ; the cleareft human 
knowledge is but blindnefs and fol- 

The wife manfeeleth his imperfec- 
tions, and is humbled ; he laboureth 
in vain for his own approbation. But 
the fool peepeth in the Ihallow ftream 
of his own mind, and is pleafed with 
the pebbles which he feeth at the bot- 
tom; he bringeth them up, and (hew- 
cth them as pearls ; and with the ap- 
plaufe of his brethren dtYi^VvXt^V^ 
himfelf. 



>- •--' 
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H^ boafteth of attainments in thing 
of no worth; but where it is a ftiam 
to be ignorant) there he hath no un 
4erftanding. 

Even in the paths of Wiiyom h 
tOileth after folly ; and ihame an< 
tiifapointment are the reward of hi 
labour. 

But the wife man cultivateth hi 
mind with knowledge ; the.improv^ 
ment of arts is his delight; and thei 
utility to the public crowneth hir 
with honour. 

Neverthelefs, the attainment of vii 
tueheaccountethas thehigheft learn 
ihg ; and the fcience of happinefs i 
tht lludy of his life. 



SECTION II. 

Rich and Poor. 

1 HE man to whom God hath give 
richet^i and a mind to employ ther 
anghty is peculiarly favoured, an 
iti£;hlj dift inguiflied. 



u 
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He iooketh on his wealth with 
pleafure ; becaufe it aflPordcth him the 
means to do good. 

He prote<3:eth the poor th^t are in- 
jured ; he fuffereth not the mighty 
to opprefs the weak. 

He feekethout objects of compaf- 
fion ; he inquireth into their wants; 
he relievetix them with judgment, 
and without odentation. 

He affifteth and rewardeth merit; 
?f he encourageth ingenuity, and liber- 
ally promoteth every ufeful defign. 

He carrieth on great works ; his 
Country is enriched, and the labourer 
is employed; he forme th newfchemes, 
and the arts receive improvement. 

He confidereth the fuperfluities of 
his table as belonging to the poor, 
and he defraudeth them not. 

The benevolence of his mind is 
not checked by his fortune. He re- 
joiceth therefore in riches, and his joy 
is blame! efs. 

• 
But wo unto him tVvat \jsw6«!^ ^^ 

G 
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wealth in abundance, and rejoiceth 
alone in the pofleflion thereof. 

That grindeththe face of the poor, 
and confidereth not the fweat of their 
brows. 

He thriveth on oppreflion without 
feeling ; the ruin of his brother di- 
fturbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drink- 
cth as milk ; the cries of the widow 
are mufic to his ear. 

His heart is hardened with the love 
of wealth, no grief or diftrefs can 
make impreflion upon it. 

But the curfe of iniquity purfueth 
him ; he li vech in continual fear. The 
anxiety of his mind, and the rapaci-^ 
ous defires of his own foul, take ven- 
geance upon him for the calamities 
he harh brought upon others* 

O ! what are the miferies of pover- 
ty, in comparifon with the gnawinga 
of this man's, heart ! 

Let the poor man comfort himfelf, 
yea rcjoicc} for he hath many reafbns. 
He ittteth dowu to \u& moxt^ \sw 
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ice ; his table is not crowded with 
ttcrers and devourers. 
He is not embarrafled with de-* 
ndents, nor teafed with the cUi- 
)urs of Solicitation. . 
Debarred from the dainties of the 
:h, he efcapeth all their difeafes. 
The bread that he eateth, is it not 
eet to his tafte? the water he drink- 
1, is it not pleafant to his thirft ? 
a far more delicious than therich- 
i draughts of the luxurious* 
His labour prefer veth his health, 
d produceth him a fepofe to which 
e downy bed of Sloth is a ftranger. 
He limiteth his defires with humi- 
Y ; and the calm of contentment is 
eeter to his foul than the acqul re- 
en ts of wealth and grandeiir. 
Letnot the rich, therefore, prefume 
I his riches, nor the poor defpond in 
5 poverty ; for the providence of 
od difpenfeth happinefs to them 
)th; and the diftribution thereof is 
ore equally made tbati x\vt fe^Jv ^^xv 

G 2 
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SECTION III. 



Masters and Servants. 



R 



EPINE not, O man! that tho 

ferveft another: it is the appointsaer 

of God, and hath many advantages 

it removeth thee from the cares an 

. folicitudes of life. 

The honotir of a fervant is his £ 
delity ; his higheft virtues are fub 
mi (lion and obedience. 

Be patient, therefore, under the re. 
proofs of thy mafter ;.and, when h 
rebuketh thee, anfwer not again; th 
filence of thy refignation Ihall not b 
forgotten. 

Be ftudious of his interefts ; be di 
ligent in his affairs ; and faithful t 
the truft which he repofeth in thee, 

Thy tinxe and thy labour beloa 
unto him ; defraud him not thereoi 
for he^payeth thee for them. 

And thou who ayt a mafter, bejui 
to thy /crvant, if tVvou«.^^QU&.%^^ 
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lity ; be reafonable in thy commands> 
if thou expe<5left obedience. 

The fpirit df a mafi is in him ; fe- 
verity and rigour, which create fear^ 
cannot command his love. 

Mix kittdnefs with reproof, and 
rcafon with authority ; fo Ihall thy 
admonitions take place in his heart, 
and his duty fhall become his plea- 
fure.. 

He fhall ferve thee faithfully from 
gratitude, and IhaU obey thee chear- 
fully from love; and fail not thou, in 
return, to give his diligence and fide- 
lity their juft reward. 



SECTION IV. 

Magistrates and Subjects *. 

O THOU, the favourite of heaven^ 
whom the fans of men^ thy equals, 
have raifed to fovereign power, and 
iet as a ruler over thcmfelyes \ confix 
€ix(k and impoixwi^^^'^^ 
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truft, far more than the dignity anc 
height of thy ftation. 

Thou art clothed in purple ; thoi 
art feated on a throqej the crown o: 
Majefty invefteth thy temples; th< 
fceptre of Power is placedin thy hand 
but not for thyfelf were thefe enfigns 
given ; not meant for thy own, bu 
the good, of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a king is the welfare 
of his peo le; his power and domi- 
nion refteth on the hearts of his fub- 
jedls. 

The mind of a great prince is ex 
alted with the grandeur of his fitua* 
tion : he revolveth high things, anc 
fearcheth for bufinefs worthy of hii 
power. 

He calleth together the wife mer 
of his kingdom ; he confulteth a- 
mong them with freedom, and hear- 
eth the opinion of them alL 

He looketh among his people witi 
difcernment ; he difcovereth the abi 
J i ties of men, and emi^lo^txk then 
according to theil meiixa^ 
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His magiflratcs are juft ; his mi- 
nifters are wife; and the favourite of 
his bofom deceiveth him not, 

lie fmileth on the arts, and they 
flourifli ; the fciences improve be- 
neath the culture of his hand. 

With the learned and ingenious he 
delighteth himfelf ; he kindieth in 
their breafls emulation; and the glo- 
ry of his kingdom is exalted by their 
labours. 

The fpirit of the merchant w^ho ex- 
tendeth his commerce, the flcill of 
: theiarmer who enricheth his lands^ 
the ingenuity of the artift, the im- 
provements of the fcholar ; all thefe 
■ he honoureth with his favour, or re- 

wardeth with his bounty* 
He planteth new colonies; he build-, 
eth ftrong fliips ; he openeth rivers 
for conveniences ; he formeth har- 
bours for fafety ; his people abound 
in riches ; and the ftrength of his 
kingdom increafeth* 

Heframethhis ftati^te^Vvxix^Qjiv- 
tjand V9i£dxm% his fubje^^ ^ttyyj ^ 
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fniits of their labour ia fecurity, and 
their happinefs eonfifts in their ob- 
fervance of the law. 

He fotindeth his judgments on the 
principles of mercy; but in the pu- 
nifhment of offenders he is ftridl and 
impartial. 

His ears are open to th^ complaints 
of his fubjedls ; he reftraineth the 
Jhand of opprellbrs ; and delivereth 
them from their tyranny* 

His people therefore look up to him 
as a father^ with reverence and love i 
they confider hina. as the guardian of 
all they enjoy". 

Their affe<3iion unto himbegetteth 
in his breaft alove of the public; the 
fecurity of their happinefs is the ob- 
je6t of his care. 

No murmurs againft him arife in 
their hearts j the machination of his 
enemies endanger not his State.. 

His fubje<5ls are faithful and firm 
in bis caufej they ftand mkis de- 
:^/2Cc »B a wail of br*fev ^^^ vn»?i 



\ 
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of his enemy flieth before them as 
chaff before the wind. 

Security and peace blefs the dwell- 
ings^ of his people ; and glory and 
ftrcngth encircle his throne for ever. 



.[ 8^ ] 

PART SIXTH, 
t 

THE 

SOCIAL DUTIES 



S E C T I O N I. • 

Benevolence. 

When thou confidereft thy wants, 
when thou beholdeft thy imperfec- 
tions, acknowledge his goodnefs, O 
Man ! who hpnoixred thee with rea- 
fon, endowed thee with fpeech, and 
placed thee in fociety, to receive and 
confer reciprocal helps and mutual 
obligations. 

Thy food, thy clothing, thy con- 
venience of habitation^ thy proteftion 
from the injuries, thy enjoyment of 
the comforts and the pleaftires of life, 
thou owed to the afliftwvct oi o\!!pi^T^> 
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^nd couldftnotenjoybutin tfie bands 
of focicty. 

It is thy duty, therefore, to be 
friendly to mankind, as it is thy in* 
tereft that men Ihould be friendly to 
thee. 

As the rofe breatheth fweetnefs 
from its own nature, fo the heart of 
a benevolent man produceth goodit 
works. 

He enjoyeththeeafe and tranquil-* 
lity of his own breaft; and rejoiceth 
in the happinefs and profperity of his 
neighbour. 

He openeth not his ear nnto flan- 
der ; the faults and the failings of 
men give pain to his heart. 

His defire is to do good, and he 
ftarcheth out the occafions thereof : 
in removing the oppreffion of ano- 
ther he relieveth himfelf. 

From the largenels of his mind he 
comprehieudeth in his wiflies the 
happinefs of all men ; and from the 
generolity of his KeariL Vvt ttAfcv^^^ox- 
ech to promote it. 
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SECTION IL 

Justice. 

1 HE peace of fociety dependeth on 
juftice i the happinefs of individuals 
on the certain enjoyment of all their 
tpofleflions. 

Keep the defires of thy heart, there- 
fore, within the bounds of modera- 
tion; let the hand of Juflice lead them 
aright. 

Caft not an evil eye on the goods of 
thy neighbour; Jet whatever is his 
property be facred from thy touch. 

Let not temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee to lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life. 

Defame him not in his charadler, 
bear no falfe witnefs againft him. 

Corrupt not his fervant to cheat or 
forfake him; and the wife of his bo- 
fow, O tempt not to fin. 
It will be a grief to Y\\%\\e^n^^hich 
tbou canft not relieve \ ^xt Vcvy^r^ x^ 
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lus life which no reparation can a« 
tone. 

In thy dealings with men be im- 
I partial and juft ; and do unto them 
H as thou wouldil they ihould do unto 
1 thee. 

I Befaithful to thy truft; and deceive 
not the man who relieth upon thee: 
be aflured, it is lefs in the fight of 
God to fteal, than to betray. 

Opprefs not the poor, and defraud 
not of his hire the labouring man. 

When thou felleft for gain, hear 
the ^Tvhifperings of Confcience, and 
be fatisfied with moderation ; nor 
from the ignorance of the buyer make 
advantage to thyfelf. 

Pay the debts which thou owed ; 
for he who gave thee credit relied 
upon thy honour ; and to with- hold 
from him his due, is both mean and 
unjuft. 

Finally; O fon of fociety, examine 
thy heart j call remembrance to thy 
aid; and, if in any oit\\tfe^v^^ 
thou £adc{l thou haft, xx^xi^^^^^^^ 
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take forrow and fkame to thyfei 
and make fpccdy reparation to I 
litmoiV of thy power* 

SECTION IIL 

Charity. 

Happy is the man who hath fo^ 
in his breaft the feeds of benevolen 
thie produce thereof fhall be char 
and love. 

From the fountain of his heart fl 
rife rivers of goodnefs ; and 
dreams fhall overflow for the ben 
of mankind. 

He aflifteth the poor in their tr 
. ble ; he rejoiceth in furthering 
profperity of all men. 

He cenfureth not his neighboi 
he believeth not the tales of Ei 
and Malevolence ; neither repeal 
he their flanders. 

He forgiveth the injuries of m 
he wipeth them from his rctm 
brance; revenge and m^XvQ.^ \vw^ 
place in his heart* 
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For evil he returneth not evil; he 
kateth not even his enemies ; but re- 
quiteth their injuftice with friendly 
admonition. 

The griefs and anxieties of men 
excite his compaflion ; he endeavour- 
eth to alleviate the weight of their 
misfortunes; and the pleafure of fuc- 
cefs rcwardeth his labour. 
. He calmeth the fury, he healetk 
the quarrels of angry men; and pre* 
venteth the mifchie£& of ftrife and 
anim(^ty. 

He promoteth in his neighbour- 
hood peace and good- will ; and his 
name is repeated with praife and be- 
nedi<^ons. 

SECTION rv. 

Gratitude. 

z\Sthe branches of a tree return their 
iap to the root, from whence it aroie; 
as a river poureth his (IrcamiS to the 
ica^ wbencp his fpruigv?^^ ^^.^S^v^^V 

H ^ 
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fo the heart of a grateful man de- 
lighteth in returning a benefit recei- 
Ted. 

He acknowledgeth his obligation 
with chearfulnefs; he looketh on his 
feenefacflor with love and efteem. 

And, if to return it be not in his 
power, he nouriflieth the memory of 
it in his breaft with kindncfs ; he for* 
getteth it not all the days of his Ufe. 
, The hand of the generous man is 
like the clouds of heaven, which drop 
upon the earth fruits, herbage, and 
flowers : the heart of the ungrateful 
h like a defart of fand, which fwal- 
loweth with greedinefs the ihowers 
thait fall, but burieththem in its bo* 
ibm, and product th nothing. 

Envy not thy benefactor ; neither 
ftrive to conceal the benefit he hath 
conferred : for, though to oblige is 
better than to be obliged ; though the 
Z&, of generofity commandeth admi-* 
ration, yet the humility of gratitude 
touchcth the heart, and is amiable in 
th}: £ght of God and maiu 



v: 
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I Btit receive not a favour from the 

II hand of the proud ; to the felfiiCh and 
r avaritious have no obligation: the 

vanity of pride Ihall expofe thee to 
ihame; the greedinefs of avarice fhall 
aever be fatisfied. 

SECTION V. 

SiKCERlTY. 

OThouthatart enamoured with the 
beauties of Truth, and haft fixed thy 
heart on the fimplicity of her charms, 
hold faft thy fidelity unto her, and 
forfake her not: the conftancy of thy 
Tirtue ftiall crown thee with honourr 

The tongue of the fincere is rooted 
in his heart ; hypocrify aiKi deceit 
have no place in his words. 

He blufheth at wifehood, and is^ 
confounded; but in fpeaking the 
taruth he hath a fteady eye*. 

He iupporteth as a man the digni- 
ty of his character ; to the' arts of hy- 
pocrify he fcorneth to ft.00^. 
He is eor^ftent wit\i\iiixs£^i\>^^ 
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never embarrafled ; he hath conrag 
in truth, but to lie he is afraid. 

He is far above themeannefs of di: 
fimulation ; the words of his mout 
are the thoughts of his heart. 

Yet with prudence and caution 1 
openeth his lips ; he ftudieth what : 
right, and fpeakcth with difcretion 
' He advifeth in friendfliip ; he n 
proveth with freedom ; and whatfi 
ever he promifeth fliall furely be pci 
formed. 

But theheartof the hypocrite is hi 
in his bread. He maiketh his won 
in the femblance of truth, while tl 
bufinefs of his life is only to deceiv 

He laugheth in Ibrrow ; he weepet 
in joy ; and the words of his mout 
have no interpretation. 

He worketh in the dark as a mol 
and fancieth he is fafe ; but he bkii 
dereth into light, and is expofed 
full view with his dirt on his head 

He pafFeth his days in perpetu 
conflraint ; his tongue aiAVa^Vi^ 
*re for ever at var\aticft% 



I 
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He laboureth for the charadter of 
a righteous man ; and huggeth hbcb* 
felf in the thoughts of his cunning. 

O fool, fool I the pains which thou 
takeft to bide what thou art, are more 
than would make thee what thou 
would feem : the children of Wis- 
dom fhall mock at thy cunning ; and 
when thy dilguife is ftripped off, the 
finger of Derifion fhall point thee to 
fcorn. 



r 9^ I 



PART SEVENTH. 



RELIGION. 

Relic I ON. 

1 HERE is but one God, the Au'- 
thor, the Creator, the Goverrior of 
the world ; Aknighty,. Eternal, and 
Incomprehenfible. 

The fun is not God^tho^'his nobleft 
image. He cnlighteneth the world 
with his brightnefs ; his warmth 
giveth life to the produdls of the- 
earth : admire him as the creature, 
the inftrument of God; but wor- 
fixiphim not. 

To the One, who is fupreme, moft 

wife, and beneficent, and to him 

j^Icjoe, belong worftvip, ^dox^iobti^ 

^^njkJgiving^ and 
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; Who Iiath ftretched forth the hea« 
I vens with his hand ; who hath de^* 
fcribcd with his finger the courfes of 
the flars : 
I Who fcttqth bounds to the ocean^ 
q which it cannot pafs ; and faith un-» 
to the ftormy winds, Be ftill: 
Who fhaketh the earth, and the 
^: nations tremble ; who darteth his 
lightnings, and the wicked are di£* 
may ed : 

Who called forth worlds by the 
words of his mouth j who fmiteth 
with his arm, and they fink into noK 
thing. 

O reverence the majefty of the 
Omnipotent ! and tempt not his an^ 
** gcr, left thou be deftroyed.^ 

The providence of God is over all 
his works; he ruleth and diredleth 
with infinite wifdom. 

He hath inftitutcd lajirs for the go* 
vernment of the world; he hath won-i- 
derfully varied them in all beings i 
and ^ach, by his nature^ conf^tavctk 
to his will. 
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In the depth of his mind he reval 
veth all knowledge j the fecrets of fa 
turity lye open before him. 

The thoughts of thy heart are na- 
ked to his view ; he kno weth thy de 
terminations before they are made. 

With refpe<5l to his prefcience then 
is nothing contingent; with refpe(f 
to his providence there is nothing 
accidental. 

Wonderful he is in all his ways 
his counfels are infcrutable, the man 
ner of his knowledge tranfcendetl 
thy conception. * 

" Pay, therefore, to his wifdom al 
•* honour and veneration j and bbv^ 
^ down thyfeJf in humble and fub- 
>^ miflive obedience to his &iprem( 
"diredion.'* 

The Lord is gracious and benefi- 
cent J he hath created the worU ir 
mercy and love. 

His goodnefs is confpicudirs in al 
hLs works ; he is the fountain of £x< 
cellence^ the centre of Perfe£kion. 

The creatures of 1^ Yvax^ ^^^ 
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hisgoodnefsyand all their enjoyments 
fpeak his praiie; he clotheth theni 
with beauty, he fupporteththem with 
food ; he preferveth them with plea- 
fure from generation to generation. 

If we lift upburcyestothe heavens, 
his glory fliineth forth ; if we caft 
them down upon the earth, it is full 
of his goodnefs ; the hills and the val- 
lies rejoice and fing ; fields, riTers, 
and woods, refound his praife. 

But thee, O Man, he hath diftin- 
guifhed with peculiar favour, and ex* 
alted thy ftation above all creatures. 

He hath endowed thee with reaibn 
to maintain thy dominion ; he hath 
fitted thee with language to improve 
by Ibciety ; and exalted thy mind with 
the powers of meditation, to contem*-- 
plate and adore his inimitable perfec- 
tions. 

And the laws he hath ordained as 
the rule of tliy life;fo kindly hath he 
fuited thy duty to thy nature, that 
obediience to his prcce^t^ \% V%.^^vw^ 
totbyihlF. ^ 
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" O praife his goodnefs with fangs 
^^ of thankfgiving^ and meditate in 
** filence on the wonders of his love; 
** let thy heart overflow with grati- 
•* tude and acknowledgment; let the 
** language of thy lips fpeak praife 
** and adoration ; let the adlions of 
" thy life fliow thy love to his law." 

The Lord is juft^and righteous ; 
and will judge the earth with equity 
and truth. 

Hath he eftablilhed his laws in 
goodnefs and mercy, and ihall he not 
' puniih the tranigrefTors thereof ? 

O think not, bold Man ! becaufe 

the puniihment is delayed, that the 

arm of the Lord is weakened; neither 

flatter thy felf with hopes that he 

»-Hwrinketh at thy doings. 

His eye pierceth the fecrets of every 
■'•' heart, and he remembereth them for 
ever : he refpedleth not the perlbns 
nor the Rations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich and 
the poor, the wife and iVie i^xvotMCt^ 
wAejQ the foul hath ftk^keiv oS ^^ 
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cumbrous'fliackles of this mortal life> 
fliall equally receive from the fentence 
of God, a juft and everlafting retri- 
bution according to their works. 

Then fliall the wicked tremble and 
be afraid, but the heart of the righ- 
teous fliall rejoice in his judgments, 

" O fear the Lord, therefore, all 
" the days of thy life, and walk in 
" the paths which he hath opened be- 
" fore thee. Let Prudence admonifli 
"thee, let Temperance reftrain; let 
" Jufl;iceguide thy hand. Benevolence 
** warm thy heart, and Gratitude to 
** Heaven infpire thee with devo- 
^' tion. Thefe {hall give thee happi- 
" nefs in thy prefent date, and bring 
** thee to the raanfions of eternal feli* 
<* city in the paradife of God." 

THIS IS THE TRUE 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE. 
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To the Right Honourable the 
T7 A t> f^ or ^^^"^^^^^^^^^ 

Pduo, Jan, 10. 174^— 54>. 

My.LoRD^ 

NOT a month after! had indexed to 
your Lardfliip the tranflation I had 
attempted of the Oriental Syi^exn 
of Morality, fo famous in thefe 
parts, we were agreeably fnrprifc5d ^ 
with a Mamifcript of the fame 
iize, whofe antiquity, charadiers^ 
and other internal marks, deter* * 
mined it to be the performance of 
the fame author ; which, at the 
fame time that it fliowed us fbme^ 
thing was wanting to what we had 
before efleemed a Complete Syl* 
tern, very happily fupplied the de-^ 
ficiency. 

\ could not reft, after the firft dip* 
ping into it, without the pleafihg 
ta£k of a Tranflation; nor, when I 
had finifbed it, witVout ^ovsxv^^* 
felfthe honour of tt?iTv£vi3^xXYcv^>s. 



to your Lordfliip. I need not tell 
your Lordfhip, that the energy of 
thooght^ fublimity of ftyle, and 
many other circumftances, prove 
it to come from the divine hand 
that planned the other : the fub- 
flance of it carries abundantly 
more proof of it*. 

If I did not ffattcr myfelf that the 
FinsT Part had met the honour 
of your Lordfhip's approbation, I 
ihould not befo earnefl in difpatch* 
kig this after it i. but while I know 
the value of the Work, and know 
your Lordfhip's diftinguifhingge- 
nius, it would be ridiculous to af-- 
fe^ a doubt about it. 

I am,. 



My Lord, 



X<mit^> ^c% 



n 
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M A N 

Confidered ia the 

GENERAL. 

C H A P. L 

Of the HviiAN F&AME and STtiucTUBtE. 

Weak and ignorznt as thou art^ 
O Man ! humble as thou oughteft to: 
be, O child of the duft ! wouldftthou 
raiic thy thoughts ta Infinite Wif- 
dom ? wouldft thou fee Omnipotence/ 
difplayed before thee? conteo^I^te 
tkine own frame* 

: FearfuHy and wonderfully art thou - 
TOfldc; pi'^ific^ therefor^, thy Creator ? 
with awe, and rejoice before him with ; 
rever^ce. 
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only erecfl, blit that thou fhouldfl: be- 
hold his works ! Wherefore art thou 
to behold, but that thou mayeft ad- 
mire them! Wherefore to admire^ 
but; that thou mayeft adore their and 
thy Creator ! 

Wherefore is conrcioufnefs repofed 
in thee alone ? and whence is it de- 
rived to thee ? 

It is not in flefh to think ; it is not 
in bones to reaibn; the lion knowetk 
not that worms fhall eat him ; the ox 
perceivethnottliat he is fedforllaugh- 
ten 

Something is added to thee unlike 
to what thou fee'ft: fbmething in- 
forms thy chiy, higher than all that 
is the objedl of thy fenfes. Behold ! 
what is it ? 

Thy body remaincth perfcd after 
it is filed ; therefore it i& no part of 
it : it is immaterial ; therefore it is 
eternal : it is free toafl; therefore it is 
accountable for its adions. 

Knoweth the afs the u(e of food, - 

becaulc his teeth mow doviti-^^Vtst- 
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bagc ? Standeth the crocodile ereifl, al- 
tho' his backbone is ftraight as thine? 

God formed thee as he had form- 
ed thefe : after them all wert thou 
created : fuperiority and command 
were given thee over all ; and of his 
own breath did he communicate to 
thee thy principle of knowledge. . 

Know thyfel^ then, the pride of his 
creation ; the link uniting divinity 
and matter ; behold a part of God 
himfelf within thee: remember thine 
own dignity ; nor dare defcend to 
evil or to meannefs. 

Who planted terror in the tail of 
the ferpent ? Who cloathed the neck 
of the horfe with thunder ? Even he 
who hath inftrudled thee to cru(h the 
one under thy feet, and tame the 
other to thy purpofes. 

C H A P. IT. 

Of the Use of the Senses. 
y AUNT not of thy \io^^ ^ \b^^'^o^^ 
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it was firfi formed; nor of thy brain, 
becaufe therein thy foul refideth. Is 
not the mafter of the houfe more ho- 
nourable than its walls ? 

The ground muft be prepared be- 
fore corn be planted; the potter muft 
build his furnace before he can make 
hi; porcelane. 

As the breath of heaven fayeth 
nnto the waters of the deep, This- 
way fhall thy billows roll, and no o- 
ther; thus high, and no higher fhall 
they raife their fury; fo let thy fpirir, 
O man, adluate and dire<5t thy flefli; 
fo let it reprefs its wildnefs. 

Thy foul 18 the monarch of thy 
frame ; fuffer not its fubjedls to re- 
bel againft it. 

Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth ; thy bones the pillars that fuf- 
tain it on his bafis. 

As the ocean givcth rife to fprings, 

whofe waters return again into its 

bofbm thro' the rivers ; fo runneth 

thy life from the heart outwards, and 

^o r^rurneth it unto its ^\^ce ^%^\^ 



OP HUMAN LIFE. 109 

Do not both retain their conrfe for 
ever? Beholdi the fame God c»:dained 
them. 

Is not thy nofe the channel to per« 
fumes ? thy mouth the p^th to deli- 
cacies ? Yet know thou, thkt perfumes 
^ long fmelt become ofFcnfive; that 
'. delicacies deftroy the appetite they 
I- flatter. 

Arc not thine eyes the centinels 
that watch, for thee? yet how often 
are they unable to diflinguiih truth 
from error! 

Keep thy foul in moderation; teach 
thy fpirit to be attentive to its good; 
fo fhall thSfe its miniders be always 
to thee conveyances of truth. 

Thine hand^ is it not a miracle? is 
there in the creation aught like unto 
it ? Wherefore was it given thee, but 
that thou mighreft ftretch it out to 
the afliftance of thy brother. 

Why of all things living art thou 
alone made capable of blufhing? The 
war Jd^hall read thy Qx^iait xv^^Tt'^?^ 
fkccf therefore do notYkmi^ ?^wsi^^s>^ 



'■■■ i 
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Fear and difmay, why rob fliey 
thy countenance of its ruddy fplen* 
dour ? Avoid guilt, and thou Ihalt 
know that fear is beneath thee, that 
<lifmay is unmanly. 

Wherefore to thee alone fpeak flia- 
dows in the vifions of thy pillow ? :re- 
irerence them ; for know that dreams 
are from on high. 

Thou, Man, alone canft fpeak j 
?wonder at thy glorious prerogative ; 
and pay to Him who gave it thee 
a rational and welcome praife; teach- 
ing thy children wifdom ; inftruc- . 
ting the offspring of thy loins in 
f)iety. * 

C H A P. III. 

The Soul of Man, its Origin and 

Affections* 

The bleflings, O Man! of diy ex- 

ternsd part are \iea\t.Vv^ n\^o\u:^ and 

proporoioxii the gt^aX<^ft. oi ^^S.^\fc 
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Iiealth. What health is to the bod/f 
even that is honefty to the foul. 

That thou haft a foul, is of all 
knowledge the moft certain, of all 
truths the moft plain unto thee : be 
meek ; be grateful for it ; feek not 

!■ to know it perfectly : it is infcruta- 

Hie. 

Thinking, underftanding, reafbn* 
ing, willing; call not thefe the foul j 
they are its afiions, but they are not 
i^ eilence. 

Raife it not too high, that thou bd 
not defpifed: be not thou like unto 
thofe who fall by climbing : neither 
debafe it to the fcnfe of brutes : nor 
be thou like to the horfe and the 
mule, in whom there is no under^ 
ftanding. 

Search it by its faculties ; know it 
by its virtues: they are more in num- 
ber than the hairs of thy head : the 
ftars of Heaven are not to be count- 
ed with them. 

Think not, with Arabia^ tl\^.t <s^e. 
/otti is parted among a\\ \xv^\^.^^^KVl- 
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ther believe thou, with the/bns of 
gypt, that every man hath man 
know, that as thy heart, fo alio t 
fouli is oiie. ' 

Doth not the fun harden the ch 
doth it not alio foften the wax ? ai 
is one fun that worketh both, en 
fo it is one foul that wilieth conti 
ries. 

As the moon, retaineth hear Aat^ 
though darkness, fpread itfell* be£ 
her face as a cijirtain, fo the foul : 
nfiaineth perfeift even in the b(^am 
the foc^ ^ 

She is immortal ; ihe is unchanj 
able } jQie is alike in all : Health ci 
iCth her forth to ihew her loveline 
and Application anointeth her wi 
the oil of wifdom. 

Although fhe ihall live aft^ th 
think not ihe was born before the 
ihe was coacreated with thy fle 
and formed with thy brain. 

Juftice could not give her to tl 

exalted by virtues, nor mercy deli^ 

her to thee deformed by nVc^^*"^^ 
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muft be thine, and thou muft anfwer 
them* 

Suppofe not death can Shield thee 
fmm examination ; think not cornip- 
tion can hide thee from inquiry. He 
who formed thee, of thou knoweft 
not what,' can he not raifc thee from 
tbou knoweft not what again ? 

Pcrceiveth not the cock the hour 
of midnight? exaltethhenot his voice, 
tortfilhthee it is morning? Knoweth 
not the dog the footfteps of his mas- 
ter? and flieth not the wounded goat 
unto the herd that healethvhim? Yet 
whai thefe die, their fpirit returneth 
to the duft ; thine only furviveth. 

Envy not thefe their fenfes, be- 
caufc quicker than thine own : learn 
that the advantage lyeth not in pof- 
fefling good things, but in knowing 
torufe them. '^^ 

Hadil thou the ear* of the ftag ; : 
or were thine eye as llrong and pier- 
cing as the eagle's ; didft thou equal 
the hound in fmeU\ oi cci\JA\}cvR.'^2s^ 
reUga to thee his. ta^ft^ cvt \>jxi^x^x\5iSs 



1 14 THE ECONOMY 

lier feeling; yet without reafoa what 
would they avail thee ? perifli not all 
thefe like their kindred ? 

Hath any one of them the gift: of 
fpeech ? can any fay unto thee. There- 
fore did I fo ? 

The lips of the wife are as the 
doors of a cabinet; no fooner arc 
they opened, but treafures axe pour- 
ed out b^ore thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged" 
in beds of filvcr, are wife fentences 
uttered in due feafon. 

Canft thou think too greatly of thy 
foul ? or can too much be faid in its 
praije ? It is the image of him wha 
gave it. 

Remember thou its dignity for e* 
ver ; forget iiot how great a talent is, 
commited to thy eharge. 

Whatfoevcr may do good^ may 
jilfo do harm : beware tl^t thou di«- 
rcdl its courfe to virtue. 

Think not that thou canft lofe her 

in the croud : fuppofe not that thou 

€aak bur J her in thy tVofev\ ^^^-^ 
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18 her delight, and flie will not be 
with-held from it. 

Her motion is perpetual ; her at- 
tempts are univerfal; her agility is 
not to be fuppreflcd ; is it at the ut- 
termoll pai^ of the earthy (he wiH 
have it ; is it beyond the region of 
the ftars, yet will her eye difcover it 

Inquiry is her delight: as one who 
tra verfeth the burning lands in iearcb 
of water^ fo is the ibul that thirfleth 
after knowledge. 

. Guard her, forlhe is ra£h; reftrain 
lier, for fhe is irregular ; corretfl her, 
for Ihe is outrageous ; more fupple is^ 
file than water ; more flexible than 
wax; more yielding than air: is there 
aught then can bind her ? 

As a fword in the hand of a mad*-* 
man, eTen fo is the foul of him who 
wanteth difcretion. 

The end of. her fearch is truth: 
her means to difcover ic are reafon 
and experience : but , are not thefe 
weak^ uncertain, and fallacions ? how 
then ihail he attaui \xdxq 'iblX 
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General opinion is no proof of 
truth ; for the generality of men are 
ignorant. 

Perception of thyfelf : the know* 
ledge of Him: who created thee ; the 
jfenfe of the worftiip thou owefl unto 
Him ; are not thefe plarn before thy 
face ? and behold! what is there mor« 
that man needeth ta know. 

C H A ?.: iv: 

Of thcPjERiOD andUsEs of HfrMAif 

L i F E. 

jttlS the eye of morning tathe lapfc^; 
as the ihade of .evening to the ov\ : 
as. honey to the bee, or as the carcafe 
to the vulture;, even To is life unto 
the heart of man.. 

Though bright, it daz^leth not ; 
tho' obfcure^ it difpleaieth not ; tho* 
corrupt, it forbiddeth net; jet who 
is.he that knoweth its true value ? 
JLearn to efteexn \ife.as>\\.o^3^X;-\ 
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then art thou 3:iear the pinnacle of 
wifclotn* 

Think not, with the fool, that no* 
thing i^ more valuable; nor foeiieye, 
with the pretended iTiriie, that thou 
oughteftto contemn it: love is not 
for itfelf, but for the good it may be 
of to others. 

Gold cannot buy it for thee ; nei« 
ther can. mines of diamonds purchafe 
back the moment thou haft now loft 
of it : employ the fucceeding one^ in 
virtue* 

Say not, that it were beft not to 
have been born; or if born, that it 
had been beft to die early: neither 
tlare thou to aflc of thy Creator, 
Where had been the evil had I not 
exifted ? Good is in thy power : the 
want of good is evil ; and if thy que- 
ftion be juft, lo, it condemncth thee. 

Would the filh fwallow the bait, 

if he knew the hoo!c was hid therein ? 

would the lion enter the coils, if he 

faw they were prepared fot l\vv\\ I Co 

neither J were the i!ou\to\^w\^^^^ 
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this clay, ^ould man wifh to live ; 
neither would a merciful God have 
created him : know hence thou ihalt 
live afterward. 

As the bird inclofedin the cage be- 
fore ihe feeth it^ yet teareth hot his 
flefti againfl its fides ; fo neither lar 
bour thou vainly to run from the flare 
thou art in, but know it is allotted 
thee ; and be contented with it; . 

Tho' its ways arc .uneven, "yet are 
they not all painful; accommodate 
tbyfelf t6 all ; and where there is leaft 
appearance of evil, fufpedl the greateft 
danger. . / 

When thy bed is ftraw, thou fleep* 
eft in fccurity ; but when thou ftrei<:h- 
eft thyfelf on rofes, beware of the 
thorns. 

A good death is better than an.e- 
vil life ; ftrive to live, therefore, as 
long as thou oughteft, not as long as 
thou canft: while thy life is to others 
worth more than thy death, it. is thy 
dutjr to preferve it, 
. CqmDiain not With tV\c iocj^ ^^^^^ 
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fliortnefs of thy time; remember that 
with thy days thy cares are Ihortned. 

Take from the period of thy life 
the ufelefs parts of it, and what re- 
maineth? take off the time gf thine 
infancy, the fecond infancy of age, 
thy fleep, thy thoughrlefs hours, thy 
days of ficknefs, and even at the ful- 
nefs of years, how few feafons haft 
thou truly numbered ! 

He who gave thee life as a bl effing^ 
Ihortened it to make it more fo : to 
what end would longer Hfe have ferv- 
ed thee ? wifheft thou to have had an 
opportunity of more vices ? as to the 
good, will not he who limited thy 
fpan, be fatisfied with the fruits of 
it? 

To what end, O child of Sorrow f 
wouldft thou live longer, to breathe, 
to eat, to fee the World? all this thou 
haft done often alreatiy ; too frequent 
repetition, is it not tireiome ? or is it 
not fuperfluous ? 

Wouldft thou improve \ks[ ^'^^^^^S2^ 
and thy virtue? aVas.\ ^\^V^^:>'^'^^ 
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to know ? or who is it that (hall teach 
thee ? Badty thou employed the little 
thou haft ; dare not therefore to com- 
plain that more is not given thee. 

Repine not at the want of know*- 
ledge, it muft peri& with thee in the 
grave ; be honeit h^re, thou fhalt be 
wife hereafter. 

Say not nnto the crow, Why num* 
bereft thou leven times the age of 
thy lord ? or to the £iwn, Why are 
thine eyes to fee thy offspring to an 
hundred generations ? are theft to be 
compared with thee in the abufe of 
life ? are they riotous ? are they cruel ? 
are they ungrateful? Learn from them 
rather, that innocence of life^ and 
Umplicity of manners, ar6 the paths 
to good old age. 

Know eft thou to employ life better 
than thefe ? then lefs of it may Office 
thee. 

Man who dares enflave the world, 
whsn he knows he can enjoy his ty» 
ranny but a momtt^^ "^Yw^x 'T^cxvild 
be not aixM^ at if be viwc VxMwwxaiX 
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Eifiough haft thou of life, but thou 
regardcft not: thou art not in want 
of it,0 Man! but thou art prodigal : 
thou throweft it lightly away, as if 
thou hadft more than enough, and 
jret thou repineft that it is not ga- 
thered again unto thee. 

Know that it is not abundance 
which maketh rich, but ecoriomy. 

The wife continueth to live from 
his firft period : the fool is always 
beginning. 

Labour not after riches firft, and 
think thou afterwards wilt enjoy then^j 
he who negledleth the prefent mo- 
ment, throweth away aH that he hath: 
as the arrow palfeth through the heart, 
while the warrior knew not that it 
was coming, fo fhall his life be taken 
away before he knoweth that he hath 
it* 

What then i& life, that man fliould 
defire iti what breathing,' that he 
ihould covet it ? 

Is it not a fcene of delufiont a fe- 
rics of milad venturer \ ^ i^xskxtixs. -^^ 

la 
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evils linked on all fides together ? In 
the beginning it is ignorance, pain 
is in its middle, and its end is for- 
row. 

As one wave pufheth on another, 
till both arc involved in that behind 
them ; even £o fucceedeth evil to evil' 
in the life of Man : the greater "and 
the prefent fwallow up the leffer and 
the paft : our terrors are real evils ; 
our expedlations look forw^ard into 
improbabilities. 

Fools, to dread as mortals ; and to 
defire as if immortal ! 

What part of life is it that we would 
wifh to remain with us ? Is it yo\ith ? 
can we be in love with outrage, li- 
centioufnefs , ^nd temerity ! Is it age? 
then are we fond of infirmities. 
. It is faid grey hairs are revered, 
and in length of days is honour. 
Virtue can add reverence to the bloom 
of youth J arid without it age plants 
more wrinkles in the foul than on 
the forehead, v 
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riot ? what juftice is iir this ! whea 
it is not age defpileth pleafure, but 
pleaAire that defpifeth- age. 

Be virtuous while thou art young, 
fo Ihall thine age be honoureck 
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CHAP. I. 



Vanity. 

Inconstancy is powerful in the 
Jbeart of man ; Intemperance fwayeth 
it whether it will; Defpair engrofleth 
much of it ; and Fear proclaimeth, 
Behold I fit unrivaled therein ; but 
Vanity is beyond them all, 

[Veep not therefore at the cala- 
mities of the h\ituau ^^x.^ \ x^^\\fc\ 
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laugh at its follies. In the hands of 
the man addi<5led to vanity, life is 
but the ftiadow of a dream. 

The hero, the mod renowned of 
human charaiSlersy what is he but a 
bubble of this weaknefs ? the pub- 
lic is unrftable and ungrateful ! why 
fhould the man of wifdom endanger 
himfelf for fools ? 

The man who neglefteth his pre- 
fent concerns, to revolve how he will 
behave when greater, feedeth him- 
felf with wind, while his bread is 
eaten by another. 

A&, as becometh thee in thy pre- 
fent ftation ; and in 'more exalted 
ones thy face fhall npt be afhamed^ 

What blindeth the eye, or whjat 
hideth the heart of a man from him-- 
felf, like vanity? lo, when thou feed 
not thyfelf, then others diif oyer thiee 
moft plainly. 

As the tulip that is gaudy with- - 
out fmell, confpicuous without ufe ; 
fo is the man;- who feuttJa. \vv3K&^ 
oaJbigh, and hath Xic4;.icv.wx.^ . -^ ^ 
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The heart of the vain is trbublec/ 
while it feemeth content: his cares 
are greater than his pleafures. 

His folitude cannot reft with his 
bones ; the grave is not deep enough 
to hide it : he extendeth his thoughts 
beyond his being ; he befpeaketh 
praife to be paid when he is gone : 
but who fo promifeth itdeceiveth him. 

As the man who engageth his wife 
to remain in widowhood that ftie dis- 
turb not his foul ; fo is he that cx- 
• pedleth that praife (hall reach his ears 
beneath the earth ; or cheriih his 
heart in its {hroud. 

Do well while tho^ liveft ; but re- 
gard not what is faid of ir : content 
thyfelf with deferving praife, and thy 
pofterity fhall rejoice in hearing it. 

As the butterfly who feeth not her 
own colours ; as the jeifanune which 
feeleth not the fcent it cafteth around 
it ; fo is the man who appeareth gay, 
and biddeth others take uoteof it. 
• To whatpiarlpofe, iaithhe^is my' 
Teliure of gold^ xo \iWx. «^?xfc:\si^ " 
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tables fUled with dainties, if Jio eye 
gaze upon them, if the world know 
it not ? Give thy raiment to the n^- 
ked, and thy food to the hungry ; fo 
Ihalt thou be praifed, and feel thut 
thou deferveit it. 

Why beftoweft thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words ? 
thou knoweft, when returned thee, 
thou regardeft it not. He knoweth 
he licth unto thee ; yet he knoweth 
thou wilt thank him for it. Speak 
in fincerity, and thou (halt hear with 
inftrudlion. 

The vain delighteth to fpeak of 
himfelf ; but he feeth not that others 
like not to hear him. 

If he hath done any thing wor- 
thy praife ; if he poflcfs that which 
is wordiy admiration ; his joy is* to 
proclaim it ; his praife is t» hear it 
reported : the defire of fuch a man 
defeateth itfelf : men fay not. Be- 
hold he hath done it; or. See, he 
pofTeiTeth it ^ but^ Ma.tklL<yK ^^^^"^ 
be is of itt 
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The heart of man cannot attend 
at once to many things : he who fix- 
eth his foul on ftjew, lofeth reality: 
he purfuetb bubbles which break in 
their flight, while he treads to earth 
what fliould do him honour. 

C H A P. II. 

Inconstancy. 

jNaTURE urgeth thee to ihcon- 
ftancy, O Man ! therefore guard thy- 
felf at all times againtt it. 

Thou art from the womb, of thy 
mother variousand: waver jng ; from: 
the loins of thy father inh^^riteft thou 
inftability: how then fb^lt thou be 
firm ? • 

Thofe who gave thee a body, fiir- 

nifhed it with weaknefs ; but he who 

gave thee a foul, armed thee with re- 

' folution : employ it, and thou art 

wife: be wife, and thou art happy. 

Let him who doth well, bieware 

bow he boafteth of it: -^ /for rarely is 
it ^f his own wilU . 



OF HUMAN LIFE. 129 

Is it not the event, of an impulfe 
from without? born of uncertainty ? 
enforced by accident? dependent on 
fomewhat elfe ? to thefe, then, and 
to accident, is due the praift. 

Beware of irrefolution in theinte'nt 
of thy a(5lions; beware of inftabilitv 
in the execution ; fo fhalt thou tri- 
umph over two great failings of thy 
nature. 

What reproacheth reafon more^ 
than to adl contrarieties ? what can 
fupprefs the tendencies to thefe, but 
firmnefs of mind. 

Thelnromtantiee'eth that hs chart- 
geth, but he knowerh not why ; he 
feeth that he efcapeth from liimfelf, 
but he pcrceiveth not how : be thou 
incapable of change in that whichis 
right, and men will rely upon rhce. 

Eilablifh unto thyfelt principles of 
z€tyn I and fee that thou ever adl 
accoiding to them 

So fliall thv piffiows \\^N^ tvc^ \N^^ 
oirer thee j fo IhaU tV\^ cou^'^vsn^^ w^-^ 
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fiire unto th^e the good thou poflef- 
feft, and drive from thy door Mif- 
fortune : Anxiety and Difappoint< 
ment fhall be ftrangers to thy gates. 

Sufpedl not evil in any one, until 
tliou feed it : when thou feell it, fort 
get it not, . > 

Whofo hath been an enemy, can* 
not be a friend ; for a man mendet'l 
not of his faults. 

How (hould his adlions be righf| 
who hath no rule of hfe ? nothing can 
be jufty which proceedeth not from 

reafbn. 

« 

t The Inconftant hath no peace i.l 
his foul J neither can any be at ea(6 
whom he coiocemeth himfelf with^ 

His life is unequal; his morionft 
are irregular ; his ioiil changeth lik# 
the weather. 

To-day heloveth thee-, to-morrov* 
thou art detcfted by him : and why? 
himfelf knoweth not wherefore he 
Jovcd^ or wherefore he now hateth. 

To-day he is t\ie t^T^t\x.\ xo-\s\rt-^ 
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row tliy fervant is lefs humble : and 
why ? he who is arrogant without 
power, will be fervile where there is 
no fubjedlion. 

To-day he is profufe j to-morrow 
he grudgeth unto his mouth that 
which it fliould eat. Thus it is with 
him that kuoweth not moderation. 

Who fliall fay to the camelion he 
is black, when the moment after the 
verdure of the grafs overfprcadeth 
him? 

Who (hall fay of the inconftant he 
is joyful, when his next breath Ihall 
be fpent in fighing ? 

What is the life of fuch a man^ 
but the phantom of a dream? in the 
morning, he rifeth happy ; at noon, 
he is on the rack ; this hour, he is a 
god ; the next, below a worm : one 
moment he laugheth ; the next he 
weepeth : he now willeth ; in an in- 
ftant he willeth not ; and in another 
he knpweth not whether he willeth 
or no. 

Yet neither eafe nor ip^\\i V^^t. S«=- 
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cd themfelves on him ; neither is he 
waxed greater or become lefs ; nei-v 
ther hadi he had caufe for laughter, 
nor reafon for his forrow : therefore 
fhall none of them abide with him. 

The happinefs of the inconftant is 
as a place built on the furface of the 
> fand ; the blowing of the wind car- 
rieth away its S^undation: 'what won- 
der then that it fallcth ! 

But what exalted form is this, that 
hitherward diredls its even, its un- 
interrupted courfe ? whofe foot is 
on the earth, whofe head above the 
clouds ? 

Oh his brow fitteth majefty ; ftea- 
dinefs is in his port; and in his 
heart reigneth tranquillity! 

Tho' obftacles appear in the way, 
he deigneth not to look upon them ; 
tho' heaven and earth oppofe his pat- 
fage, he proceedeth. 

The mountains fink beneath his 
tread : the waters of the ocean are 
dried up under the foVe o£ Vi\§> ioox.^ 
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The tyger throweth hcrfelf acrofs 
his way in vain ; the fpbts o£ the leo* 
pard glow againft him unregarded. 

He marcheth through the embaN 
tied legions : with hia hand he put* 
teth afide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againft his flioulders, 
but are not able to fhake them ; the 
thunder burfteth over his head in 
vain ; the lightnmg ferveth but t# 
fliew the glories of his countenance. 

His name is Refolutitm ! he cometh 
from the utmoft part of the earth : he 
ieeth Happinefs afar off before him : 
hiseye difcovereth her temple beyond 
the limits of the Pole. 

He walketh up to it ; he entereth 
boldly : and he rcmaineth there for 
ever. 

Efta'blifh thy heart, O Man! in 
that which is right, and then know^ 
the greateft of human praife is to be 
immutable. 
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CHAP. III. 

Weakness. 

Vain and {inconftant as thou art, 
O child of impcrfeftion ! how canft 
thou but be weak? is not inconflan- 
cy connedled with frailty ? can there 
he vanity without infirmity ? Avoid 
the danger of the one, and thou ihalt 
cfcape the mifchiefs of the other. 

Wherein art thou mofl weak ? in 

that wherein thou feemeftmoft ftrong; 

in that wherein thou naoft glorieft : 

^even in poflefling the things which 

, thou hail; in ufing the good that is 
•about thee. 

Are not thy defires alfo fraij ? or 
knoweft thou even what it is thou 
wouJdeft vrifh ? when thou haft ob- 
tained what moft thou foughteft af- ! 
ter, behold it contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore lofeth the plealure that i 
IS before thee irs re.Ufti? and why ap- j 

peareth t h at which V% "^ ^x.xo ^(ycEsiK» >3c^ ' 
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fwecter ? becaufe thou art wearied 
with the good of this, becaufe thou 
knoweft. not the evil of that which is 
not with thee. 

Know, that to be content is to be 
happy. 

Ck>uldefl: thou chufe. for thyfelf ; 
w6uld thy Creator lay before thee all 
that thine heart could afk for ; would 
happinefs then remain with thee; 
or would joy dwell always in thy 
gates ? 

Alas! thy weaknefs forbiddcth it! 
iby. infirmity declareth againlt it« 
Variety is to thee in the place of plea- 
fure; but that which permanently 
delighteth muft be permanent. 

When it is gone,. thou repented the 
lofs of it: though while it was with 
chee thou defpifedft it.. 

That which fucceedeth it, hath no 
more pkafure for thee ; and thou af- 
terwards quarreled with tbyfclf for 
preferring it : behold the only cii>- 
cumAance in which thou errett not. 

J^ there any tlutv^ m ^\i^^^ "^^^^ 

M a 
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wcakneis appeareth more than in de^ 
firinff things ; it is in the pofTeilingi 
and sn the ufing them* 

Good things ceafe to be good in 
cnr enjoyment of them: what Nature 
meant pure fweets, are fources of bit* 
ternefs to us : from our delights arife 
pain : from our joys, forrow* 

Be moderate in the enjoyment, and 
it (hall remain in thy pofleflion : let 
thy joy be founded on reafbn, and to 
its end jQiall forrow be a ftrangen 

The delights of love are uihered in 
by iighs, and they terminate in lah- 
guifhment and dejedlion : the object 
thou bumedfl for naufeates with fa- 
tie ty; and no fooner hadft thou pof- 
feflcd it but thou wert weary of its 
prefence. 

Join cfteem to thy admiration: u- 
nitefricndfliip with thy love: fo ftialt 
thou find, in the end, content fo abfo* 
lute, that it furpaffeth raptures : tran- 
quillity more worth than ecttafy. 

God hath given thee no good with- 
out its admixture of cv\\\^\xx\vfc\v;^xkjL 
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given thee alfo the means of throw- 
ing off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without its allay of 
pain, fo neither is forrow without its 
portion of pleafurc. Joy and grief, 
though unlike, are united : our own 
choice only can give them to us en- 
tire. . 

Melancholy itfelf often giveth de- 
light: add the extremity of joy is 
mingled with tear?. 

The beft things in the hand of a 
fool may be turned to his deftru^ion : 
and out of the worft the wife will 
find the means of good. 

Soblendid is weaknefs in thy na-^ 
tare, O Man! that thou baft not 
ftrength either to be good or to Ije 
evil entirely : Tejoice that thou canft 
not excel in evil: and let .the good 
that is within thy reach content thee. 

The virtues are allotted to various 
ftations ; feek not after impof&bilities, 
nor grieve that thou canft txo^ ^flfefe 
them all 



%3B THE ECONOMY 

Wouldeft thou at oace have the li- 
berality of the rich, and the content- 
ment of the poor? or fhould the wife 
of thy bofonibe defpifed, becaufe ihe 
fheweth not the virtues of the widow? 

If thy father fiiik before thee in 
the divifions of thy country, can at 
once thy juftice deftroy him, and thy 
duty fave his life ? 

If thou behold thy brother in the ^ 
agonies of a flow death, is it not mer- 
cy to put a period to his life? and is* 
it not alfo death ta be his murderer ?. 
, Truth is but one ; thy doubts are 
of thine own raifing: He who made 
virtues what they are, planted alio 
in thee a knowledge of their pre-enw— 
nenee: adl as thy foul dilates to thee^. 
and the end ihall be always rights 

C H A P. IV. 

Of the Insufficiency of Know- 
ledge. 

-/f there is any thing lo^dy^ \i^w^ 
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is any thing defirable ; if there id any 
thing within the reach of man that 
is worthy of praiie, is it not knoww- 
ledge ? and yet who is it that attain* 
eth unto it ? 

The fiatefman proclaimeth that he 
hath iti the ruler of the people claim- 
eth the praifeofit; but findeth the 
fubjedl that he pofleffeth it ? 

Evil is not requifite to man; nei- 
ther can vice be neceflary to be tol* 
erated: yet how many evils are per- 
miitted by the connivance of the laws! 
how many crimes are committed by^ 
the decrees of the council \ 

But be wife, O ruler ! and learn^^ 
O thou that art to command the na- 
tiom ! one crime authorifed by thee 
is worfe than the efcape of ten from 
puniihment; 

When thy people are numerous; 
when thy fons increafe about thy ta- 
ble, fend eft thou them not out to flay 
the innocent; and to fall before the 
fword of him M^horaxtvs.^ Vswv^ ^<fc^ 
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If the objedl of thy defires demand- 
€th the lives of a thoufand, fayeft 
thou not, I will have it ? Surely thou 
forgettefl;, that he who created thee, 
created alio thefc} and that their 
blood is as rich as thine. 

Sayeffthou thatjuftice cannot be 
executed without wrong? fbrely thine 
own words condemn thee. 

Thou who flattt: reft with falfe bop^s 
the criminal) that he may confefs.his 
guilt; art not thou unto him a crinai- 
nal? or is thy guilt the lefs, becauie 
he cannot punifh it? 

When thou commandeft to the tor- 
ture him who is but fiifpeiSled of ill ; 
dared thou to remember, that thou 
mayeft wrack the innocent. 

Is thy purpofe anfwered by the e- 
vent? is thy foul iktisfied with his 
confieffioa? Pain will enforce him^ to 
fay what is not, as eafily as what is ; 
and Anguiih hath caufed Innocence 
fo ^ccufe herfelf. 
That than maytft. noX .^afiJi \iflsx 
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without caufe, thou doft worfe than 
kill him ; that thou mayil prove if 
he be guilty, thou deftroyeil him 

innocent M 

O blindnefs to all truth! O infia^ 
£ciency of the wifdom of ihe wife ! 
know, when thy Judge Ihall bid thee 
account for this, thou ihak wifh ten 
thoufand guilty to have gone free^ 
rather than one innoqent then to 
Hand forth againft thee, 

Infufficieiit as thouafttothemainr 
tenance of Juftice, how (halt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of Truth? how 
(halt. thou afcend to the footftep of 
her throne ? 

As the owl is blinded by the radi- 
ance of the fun, fo fhall the bright- 
nefs of her countenance dazzle thee 
in thy approaches. 

If thou wouldeft mount up into 
her throne, iirft bow thyfelf at her. 
footflool: if thou wouldeft arrive at 
the knowledge of her, firft inform 
tb;^fclf of thine W?ti V^Tiot^«>s;ft^ 



142 ^ THE ECONOMY 

More worth is ihe than pear 
therefore feek her carefully} the err 
raid, and the fapphire, and the nib 
are as dirt beneath Iter feet} therefc 
purfue her manfully. 

The way to her is labour; Attentii 
is the pilot that muft conducSl tt 
into her port; but weary not in t 
way; for when thou art Arrived at h 
the toil fhall be to thee for pleafur 

Say not unto thyfelf. Behold tru 
breedeth hatred, and I will avoid i 
diifimulation raiieth friends, and 
will follow it: Are not the enem: 
made by truth better than the frien 
obtained by flattery ? 

Naturally doth ihandelire the tru' 
yet when it is before him he will r 
apprehend it ; and if it force itf 
upon him, is he not offended at it 

The fault is not in truth, for tl 
is amiable: but the weaknefs of m 
beareth not its fplendor. 

Wouldeft thou fee thine infu£B< 
ency more plainly? view thyfelf 
thy devotion3: .to what end was, ] 
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Egion inftituted, but to teach thee 
thine infirmities; to remind thee 9f 
thy wcaknefs ; to Ihew thee that from 
Heaven alone thou art to hope for 
good.. 

Doth it not remind thee that thou 
art duft? doth it not tell thee that 
thou art afties ? and behold repent- 
ance, is it not built on frailty? 

Wh6u thou giveft thy oath ; when 
thou fwe^reft thou wilt not deceive ; 
behold it fpreadeth fhame upon thy 
face, and upon the face of him that 
receiveth it : learn to be juft, and re- 
pentance may be forgotten : learn t<y 
be honeft, and oaths are unaeceflary. 

The fliprter follies are the better: 
fay notj therefore, to thyfelf, I will 
not play the fool by halves. 

He that heareth his own faults 
with patience, fhall reprove another 
with boldnefs. 

He that giveth a denial with rea- 
fon, (hall fuffer a repulfe with moder- 
ation. 

If thou art fufpe^ed, anfwer with 
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jfreedom: whom ihould fufpiciob j 
fright except the guilty? 

TTie tender of heart is turned frc 
his purpofe by fupplications ; t 
proud is rendered more obllinate 1 
mtreaty: the fenfe of thine infuffi< 
cncy commandeth thee to hear ; b 
to be juft, thou mud bear witho 
tiiy pailions. 

CHAP. V. 

Misery. 

X EEBLE and infufficient as th< 
art« O Man ! in good j frail and i 
condanc as thou arc in pleafure ; j 
there is a thing in which thou a 
ilrong and unihaken: its name 
Mifery. 

It is the charaifler of thy bein; 
the prerogative of thy nature: in tl 
breaft alone it refideth ; without th 
there is nothing of it : and beho 
what is its fource, but thine own pa 
lions ? 

He who gave thee thcfe, gave th 
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. alfo reafoa to ^bdue them ; exert it, 
and thou fhalt trample them under 
thy feet. 

Thine entrance into the worlds is 
it not fhameful ? thy deftrudtion, is 
it not glorious ? Lo ! men adorn the 
inftrument& of death with gold and 
gems, and wear them above their 
garments. 

Hcf ^ho begetteth a man hideth 
his &ce ; but ke who killeth a thou- 
fand' is. honoured. 

Know thou, notwithftanding, that 
in this is error : cuftom cannot alter 
the nature of truth ; neither can the 
opinion of man deftroyjufliice: the 
glory 2^d the fhame are mifplaced. 

There is but one way for man to 
be predu<!ed?: there are a thoufand 
by which he may be deftroyed. 

There is no praife or honour to 
Kim who giveth being to another } 
but triumphs ^nd empire are the rer 
wai'ds of murder. 

Yet he who hath many children, 
hath as many blef&ngs \ and he whu 
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hath taken away the life of another^ 
Ihall not enjoy his own. 

While the favage curfeth the birth 
of his fon, and Wefleth the death of 
his father ; doth he not call himfelf 
a monfter ? 

Enough of evil is allotted unto 
man ; but he maketh it more while 
he lamenteth it. 

The greateft of all human ills is 
forrow : too much of this thou art 
born unto ; add not unto it by thipe 
own perverfenefs. ' 

Grief is natural to thee ; and is al- 
ways about thee: Pleafure is a ftran- 
ger, and vifiteth thee but by times : 
ufe well thy reafon, and Sorrow fhall 
be caft behind thee ; be prudent^ and 
the vifits of Joy Ihall remain long 
with thee. 

Every part,of thy framQ is capable 
of forrow, but few and narrow are 
the paths that lead to deilight. 

Pleafures can be admitted only (im- 
ply, but pains rufh in a thoufand at 
a time. 
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As the blaze of ftraw fadeth as 
foon as it is kindled ; fo paffeth a- 
ivay the brightnefs of joy, and thou 
knoweft not what is become of it. 

Sorrow is frequent; pleafure is 
rare ; pain cometh of itfelf ; delight 
muft be purchafed ; grief i3 tin mix-J- 
cd ; but joy wanteth not its allay of 
bitternefs. 

As the fbundeft health is lefs per^ 
ceived thatt the lighreft malady, fo 
the higheft joy touches us lefs deep 
then the fttjalleft fbrrow. 

We are in love with anguilb ; we 
often^ fly from pleafure ; when we 
purchafe it, cofleth it not more than 
itisworthi? •. . 

Reflecflion is the bufinefs of hfian-: 
a ienfe of his ftate is his fir ft duty : 
but who rememberethhimfelf in joy ? 
Is it not in mercy then that forrow 
is allotted unto us ? 

Man forefeeth the evil that is to 
crime : he remembereth it when it is 
part ; he confidereth not that the 
thought of affli<5lionwoundeth deeper 
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than the affliction itfelf : think not 
of thy^ pain but when it is upon thee, 
andthoa (halt a^oid what mod would 
hurt thee. 

He who weepethbe£9rehe needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth : and 
why ? but that he loveth weeping. 

The (Vag weepedi not till the ipeat 
is lifted up againft him ; nor do the 
tears of the beaver fall till the hound 
is ready to ieize him.: man antaci*-* 
pateth death by the aj^rehoifion. of 
it ; and the. fear is greater mifery 
than the event itfdf. 

Be always prepared to give an ac* 
count of thine adions ; a^ the beft 
death is that which is leaft premcdi« 
tated. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of Judgement. 

X HE greateft bounties given to man 
are.judgment and will : happy is he 
who mifappUcth them not. 
As the torrent that rollcth down 
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the mountiains deftroyeth all that is 
borne away by it ; £o doth common- 
opinion overwhelm reafon, in him 
who fubmitteth to it, without fay- 
ing, What is thy foundation- ? 

See that whaft: thou ' receiveff as 
truth be not the fhadow of it; what 
thou acknowledgeft as convihcing is 
often but plaufible: be firm ; be con- 
ftant ; determine for thyfelf, fo fhalt 
thou be anfwcrable only for' thine 
own weaknefs. 

Say not that the event proveth the 
wifciDm of theadliori; remember man 
is not abov€ the reach of accidents « 

Condemn not the judgment of a- 
nother, becauleit differeth from thine 
own ? may not even both be in an 
error? 

When thou efteemeft a man for 
his titles, and contemned the ftranger 
becaufe he wanteth them,' judgeft* 
thou not of the camel by his bri- 
dle? 

Think not thoM art avenged of 

^ 2. 
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thine enemy when thou flayeft him : 
thou putteft him beyoiid thy reach ; 
thou giveft him quiet ; and thou ta^ 
keft from thyfelf all means of hurt>« 
ing him. 

Wa« thy mother incontinent, and 
grieveth it thee to be told of it ? ii^ 
frailty in thy wifei and art thou paint- 
ed at the reproach of it ? he who 4£^ 
fpifech thee for it condemneth him* 
felf ; art thou aafwerable for the vicefr 
of another ? 

Difregard not a jewel becaufe thou 
pofleflefl it; neither inhance thou the 
value of a thing becaufe it is ano-^ 
ther's : pofTeffion to the wife addetb 
to the price of it* 

Honour not thy wife the leis be«* 
caufe fhe is in thy power ; and de- 
fpife him that hath faid, Would(t 
thou love her lefs ? marry her ! What 
hath put her into thy power, but her 
confidence in thy virtue ? (hould thoir 
love her leia for being more obliged 
to her ? 

If thou wert juA in thy ctfurtiliip 



OF HUMAN LIFE, ryi 

of her, though thou neglcdeft bcr 
while thou haft her, yct:&allherlo£s 
be bitter to thy foul. 

He who thinketh another bcft oa-« 
ly bccaufe he pofFeflbtb her ; if he be 
not wiier than thee, at leaft he is 
more happy. 

Weigh not the lofs thy friend hiith 
buffered by the tears he fhedddjh for 
it i the greateft griefs are abov^e thefe 
expreflions of them. 

Efteeqa not an a£lion becaufe it i^ 
done with noife and pomp : the no« 
blefl foul is that which doch great 
things, and is not mi>ved in the do- 
ing them. 

Fame aftonifheth die ear of hitn 
who heareth it ; but tranquillity re^ 
joicech the heart that is pofTelied of 
it. 

Attritaite not the good^a&ions of 
another to bad caufes ; thou canft not 
know his heart ; but the worid will 
know by this chat thine is full of 
envy. 

There U not in^ hypocrify mois 
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vice than folly r to be honeft is a^ 
eafy as to feem £o. 

Be more ready to acknowledge » 
benefit than to revenge an injury ; 
fo {halt thou have more benefits than^ 
injuries done unto thee. 

Be more ready to love than to hate; 
fo flialt thou be loved by more than 
hate thee. 

Be w^illing to commend', and b© 
flow to cenfure; fo fliall praife be 
upon thy virtues, and the eye of En- 
mity fliall be blind to thy imperfec- 
tions. 

When thoudoft good,.do it becaufe 
it is good ; not becaufe men eftcem 
it : when thou avoideft evil, fly it be- 
caufe it is evil ; not becaufe men fpeak 
againft it : be honefl: for love of ho- 
nefty, and thou flialt be uniformly 
fo : he that doth, it without princi- 
ple is wavering; 

Wifli rather to be reproved by the 
wife, than to be applauded by him 
who hath no underfl:anding : when 
they tell thee «f a-fault^they fuppofe 
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thou canft improve; the other, when 
he praifeth thee, thinketh thee like 
unto himfelf. 

Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified, left he who knoW'- 
eth more of it defpife thee. . 

Inflrudl not another in dbat where* 
in thyfelf art ignorant : when he fee- 
eth it, he will upbraid thee. 

Expedt not a friendihip with hini 
who hath injured thee : he who fuf» 
fereth the wrong may forgive it ; but 
he who doeth it never will he well; 
with him. 

Lay not too great obligations on 
him thou wiftieft thy friend; behold 
the fenfe of them willdrive them froiu 
thee : a little benefit alieiiateth friend<«. 
ihip, a great oneu^aketh an enemy. 

Neverthelefs, ingratitude is not in 
the nature of man ; neither is his an^^ 
ger irreconcilable : he hateth to be 
put in mind of a debt he tannot pay ; 
he is alhamed in the prefence of him 
whom he hath injured. 

Repine not at the good of a ftraa-^ 
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ger ; neither rejoice thou in the evil 
that bcfalleth thine enemy. Wifliell 
thou that others ihould do this by 
thee? 

Wouldeft thou enjoy the good- will 
of all men, let thine own benevolence 
be univerfal. If thou obtaineft it not 
by this, no other means could give 
it thee : and know, though thou haft 
it nor, thou haft the greater pleafure 
of having merited it. 

CHAP. vir. 

PrESUxMPTION. 

JtRIDE and meannefs feem. incom** 
patiblc ; but man reconcileth contra- 
rieties : he is at once the moft mifer- 
abie and the moftarrogantof ali crea- 
tures. ., 
Prefumption is die bane of rea/bn ; 
it is the nurfe of error; yet is itconi* 
genial with reafon in us. ' 
. Who is thete that judgeth' not ci- 
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thef too highly of himfelf, or think* 
eth too meanly of others ? 

Oar Creator himfelf efcapeth not 
cftir: prefumptioh : how then fhallwe 
be fafe from one another ? 

What is the origin of fuperftition? 
and whence arifeth falfe worihip ? 
from our prefuming to reafon about 
what is above our reach ; to compre- 
hend what is incomprehenfible. 

Limited and weak as- our under- 
ftandings are, we enpiploy not even 
their little forces as we ought : we 
foar not high enough in our ap* 
proaches to God's greatnefs ; we -give 
not wing enough to our ideas^ when 
we enter, into the adoration of Divi- 
nity, 

Man who fears to breathe a whijC- 
per agabxft his earthly fbvereign, 
treanbles not to arraign the diipenfa- 
tions of his.God : he forgetteth his 
majefty, and re-judgeth his judge- 
ments. 

He who dareth not repeat the name 
of his Prince .without honour^ ^et;^ 
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bluflteth not to call that of his Creah 
Cor to be witnefs to a lie : 

He who would hear the fentence of 
the magiflrate with filence, yet daredi 
to plead with the Eternal; he attempt' 
eth to foothe him with intreaties ; to 
flatter him with promifes ; to agree 
with him upon conditions ; nay, to 
brave and murmur at him if his re- 
queft is not granted. 

Why art thou unpuniihed, O Man, 
in thy impiety, but that this is not 
the day of retribution I 

Be not like unto thofe who fight 
with the thunder, nor dare thou to 
deny thy Creator thy prayers becau/c 
he chaftifeth thee: thy madnefs is 
on thine own head in this ; thy im« 
piety hurteth no one but thy&l£ 

Why boafteth Man that he is the 
favourite of his Maker, ye^ negltc* 
teth to pay his thanks, his adorations 
£3r it ? how fuiteth fuch a- life with 
a belief fo haughty ? 
Man, who is tru\7 \>\xt. ^ xdoxe. uv 
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earth and heaven created for him : he 
thinketh the whole frame of nature 
hath iater^ft in his well-being. 

As the fool, while the images trem- 
ble on the bofom of the water, think- 
eth that trees, towns, and the wide 
horizon 4re dancing to do him plea- 
fure ; fb Man, while Nature performs 
her deftined courfe, believes . that all 
her emotions are but to entertaih hi8 
eye. 

While he courts the rays of the 
fun to warm him, he fuppofeth it 
made only to be of ufe to him; while 
he traceth the moon in her nightly 
path, he believeth Ihe was created to 
do him pleafure. 

Fool to thitite own pride, be hum- 
ble ! know thou art not the caufe why 
the world holdeth its courfe : for thee 
are not made the viciflitudcs of fum- 
mer and ivinter. 

No change would follow if thy 
■whole race exifted not; thou art but 
one among millions that att» bkOfed 
in it ' 

O 
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Exalt not thyfelf to the heavenSi 
for, lo, the angels are above thee; 
nor difdain thy fellow- inhabitants of 
the earth, for that they are beneath 
thee: are they not the work of the 
fame hand ? 

Thou who art happy by the mer- 
cy of thy Creator, how dareft thou in 
wantonnefs put others of his creatures 
to torture ? beware that it return not 
upon thee. 

Serve they not all the fame univer- 
fal Marter with thee? hath he not 
appointed unto each its laws? hath 
he not care of their prefervation ?. and 
da reft thou to refringe it ? 

Set not thy judgment above that 
of all the earth; neicher condemn as 
fal lehood what agreeth not with thine 
own apprehenfion. Who gave thee 
the power of determining for others? 
or who took fromthe world the right 
of choice ? 

How many things have been re- 
Je6ied which now are received as 
truths? how Tfx^n^ iio\\ x^q.€\^^^ ^^ 
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truths {hall in their turn be defpiled? 
of what then can man be certain? 

Do the good that thou knoweft, 
and happinefs ftiall be unto thee: 
virtue is more thy bufinefs here than 
wifdoin. 

Truth and falfehood, have they not 
the fame appearance in wh^t we 
underftand not? what then but our 
prefumption can determine between 
them? 

We eafily believe what is above our 
comprehenfion ; or we are proud to 
pretend it, that it may appear we 
underftand it: is not this folly and 
arrogance? 

Who is it that affirms moft boldly ? 
who is it that holds his opinion moft 
obftinately? even he who hath moft 
ignorance: for he alfo hath moft 
pride. 

Every man when he layeth hold of 
an opinion defireth to remain in it ; 
but moft of all he who hath moft pre- 
fumption ; he contenteth not hiocL- 
iclf to tetray his own fe\iV voxsk *Vw, 

O ^ 
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but he will impofe it on others to 
believe in it alio. 

Say not that truth is e(\ablifhed by 
years, or that in a multitude of belie- 
vers tiiere is certainty. 

One human propofition hath as 
much authority as another, if reafon 
maketh not the difference^ 
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CHAP. I. 

CavETousN^sa. 

■ 

XVlCHES are * not worthy a flrong. 
attention ; therefore an earneft care 
of obtaining them is unjuflifiable. 

The delire of what man calleth 
good, the joy he taketh in poileffing. 
it^ is grounded oiily in opinion; take 
not up that from t\ie n\x\^wl\ ^lL^^5^^s^s; 

03 
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the worth of things thylclf, and thou 
ihalt not be covetous. 

An immoderate deiire of riches is 
f oifbn lodged in the (qui : it contami- 
nates and deftroys every thing that 
was good in it ; it is no fooner root- 
ed there, than all virtue, all honefty, 
all natural aflfeclion fly before the 
face of it. 

The covetcus would fell his child- 
ren for gold : his parent might die 
ere he would open his coffer : nay, 
he confidereth not himielt in j eipe(5t 
of it : in the fearch of happinels he 
maketh himfelf unhappy. 

As the man who felkth his houfe. 
to purchafe ornaments for the embel- 
lifhment of it ; even, fo is he v^ ho 
giveth up peafce in the fearch of rich— 
^, in hope he may be happy in ea^^^ 
joying them. 

Where cove toufnefe reignc thy know? 

that the foul is poor. Whofo accmmt- 

cth not riches the principal good of 

marf^ will not throw aw^^ aH other 

rdcdsim the purfuix oi xivcxa. . 
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Whofo feareth not porerty as the 
grcateft evil of his nature, will not 
purchafe to himfelf alt other evils in 
the avoiding of it. 

Thou fool, is not virtue more veorth 
than riches? is not guilt more bafe 
than poverty ? enough for his necef^ 
fities is in the power of every man : 
be content with it, and thy happinefs 
fhall fmile at the forrows of him who 
heapeih up more. 

'Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth, as unworthy to be feen; filver 
hath fhe placed where thou trampleft 
it under thy feet: meaneth fhe not 
by this to inform thee, that gold is 
not worthy thy regard? that filver is 
beneath thy notice ? 

Covetoufnefs burieth under the 
ground millions of wretches : thefe 
dig for their hard mailers what re- 
tumeth ike injury; what maketh 
them moremiferable than their flaves. 
The earth is barren of good things 
where Ihe hoaTdethTupx.Te.^^^vc^\^VRx^ 
gold is in her bowds^ x\\«t^ Ttf^V^ 
groweth. 
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As the horfe findeth ndt there hh 
grafs, nor the mule his provender;- 
as the fields of corn laugh not on the 
fides of the hills ; as the olive hold- 
eth not forth there her fruits, nor the 
vine her cluflers ; even fb no good- 
dwclleth in. thebreaft of him whole 
heart broodeth over his treafure. 

Riches ar^ fetvants to the wife ; 
but they are tyrants over the foul o£ 
the fool. 

The covetous ferveth his gold; it 
fervcth not him : he pofleffeth his* 
wealth, as the fick doth a fever : ic 
burneth and tortureth him, and will 
not quit him unto death. 

Hath not gold deftroyed the virtue 
of millions ? did it ever add to the 
goodnefs of any ? 

Is it not moft abundant with the 
word of men? wherefore thenfliouldft 
thoudefire to.be diftinguifhed by pof^ 
fcflingit? 

Have not the wifcftbeen thofe who 
Ji^ve had lead of it ? aad is aot wif-r 
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Have not the worft of thy fpecies 
poflefled the greatert portions of it? 
and hath not their end been mifer- 
abJe? 

Poverty wanteth many things, but 
covetoufnels denieth itfelf all 

The covetous can be good to no 
man ; but he is to none fo cruel as to 
himfelf. . ' 

Be induftrious to^ procure gold ; 
and be generous in the difpofal of it : 
man never is fo happy as when he 
give^h happinefs unto another. 

C H A iP. 11. . 

Profusion, 

If there be a vice greater than the 
hoarding up of riches, it is the em- 
ploying them to ufelefs purpofes* 

He that prodigally lavilheth that 
which he hath to fpar«, robbeth the 
poor of what Nature giveth him a 
right unto. 

He who fq^uandercx^v ^n^ ^1 \l\%^^'^- 
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fare, refufeth the means to do good: 
he denieth himfelf the pradliee of 
virtues whofe reward is in theirhand; 
whole end is no other than his own- 
liappinefs* 

Jt is more diflScult to be well with- 
riches, than to be at eafe under the 
want of them : man governeth him- 
felf niuch eafier in poverty, than in- 
abundance. 

Poverty requireth but one virtue, 
patience to fupport it : the rich, if he 
have not charity, temperance, pru^ 
dence, and many more, is guilty. 

The poor hath only the good of 
his own ftate committed unto him ; 
the rich is intruded with the welfare 
of thoufands. 

He that giveth away his treaAire 
wifely, giveth away his plagues. He 
that retaiheth their increafe, heapeth 
up forrows. 

Refufe not unto the ftranger that 
which he wanteth ; deny not unto 
thjr brother that which thou wanteft 
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Know their is more delight in 
being without what thou haft given, 
than in pofTefling millions which thou 
knoweft not the ufe of. 

CHAP. III. 

Revenge. 

JL he root of -revenge is in the 
weaknefs of the foul ! the moft abjeA 
and timorous ate the moft addidled 
to it. 

Who torture thofe they hate, but 
cowards ? Who murder thofe they 
rob, but women? 

The feeding an injury muft be pre- 
vious to the revenging it ; but the 
noble mind difdaineth to fay it hurts 
me. 

If the injury is not below thy no- 
tice, he that doth it unto thee, in that 
maketh himfelf fo : wouldft thou en- 
ter the lifts with thine inferior ? 

Difdaia the man v^\vo ^xx5:\xvTgy^:Ss\ 
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to wrong thee: contemn him who 
would give thee difquiet. 

In this thou not only preferveft 
thine own peace, but thou inflidleft 
all the punifhment of revenge, with- * 
out (looping to employ it againft him. 

As the tempeft and the thunder af- ^ 
fe6l not the fun or the liars, but fpend 
their fury on flones and trees below; 
fo injuries afcend not. to the fouls 
,of the great, but wafte themfelves on 
fuch as are thofe who offer them. 

Poornefs of fpirit will adluate re- 
venge ; greaGQeis of foul defpifeth the 
offence j nay, it doth good unto him 
who intended to have difturbed it. 

Why feekefl thou vengeance, O 
Man ? with what purpofe is it that 
thou purfuefl it? thinkeft thou to 
pain thine adverfary by it ? know, 
that thyfelf feelefl its greateft tor- 
ment. 

Revenge gnaweth the heart of hinx 
who is infected with it ; while he a- 
gainfl whom it is vut^tid^d remain- 
?tfi eafy. 
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It is unjuft in the angui(h it iri- 
fiicSs ; therefore Nature intended it 
not for thee : needeth he who is in- 
jured, more pain ? or ought he to add 
force to the afilidlion which another 
hath cail upon him ? 

The man who meditateth revenge 
is not content with the mifchifef he 
hath received. He addeth to his an- 
guifli the puniftiment due unto ano- 
ther ; while he whom he feeketh to 
hurt goeth his way laughing : he ma- 
keth himfelf merry at this addition 
to his mifery. 

Revenge is painful in the intent ; 
and it is dangerous in the execution : 
feldom doth the axe fall where he who 
lifteth it up intended ; and lo ! he re- 
membereth not that it muft recoil a^ 
gainft him. 

Whilft the revengeful feeketh his 
enemy's hurt, he ofcentimes procu- 
reth his own deftrudlion : while he 
aimeth at one of the eyes of his idver- 
fary, lo, he putceth out both KU o^w. 

Jf jfaeactain not his ttid^\i^\MCkK^'^- 

P 



1 70 THE ECONOMY 

eth it : if he fucceed, he repentcth of 
it. The fear of juftice taketh away i 
the peace of bis own foul ; the care 
to hide him from it deftroyeth that 
of his friend. 

Can the death of thine advcrfary 
latiate thy hatred? can the fetting 
him at reft reftore thy peace ? 

Wouldft thou make him lorry for 
the offence, conquer him, and {pare 
him : iil death he owneth not thy fu- 
periority ; nor feeleth he more 'the 
power of thy wrath. 

In revenge there fhould be a tri- 
umph of the avenger : and he who 
hath injured him fhould feel his dif- 
pleafure ; he Ihould fufFer pain from 
it,and fhould repent him of the caufe. 

This is the revenge infpired from 
anger; but that which maketh the 
greateft, is contempt. 

Murder for an injury arifeth only 
from cowardice : he wf o inflidleth 
it, feireth that the enemy may live, 
and avenge himfelf. 

JDca th endeth^-ti^£5\)3i^^^^- % ^ssix Sx 
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reftoreth not the reputation : killing 
is an adt of caution, not of courage : 
it is fafe, but it is not honourable^ 

There is nothing fo eafy as to re- 
venge an offence ; but nothing i« fo 
honourable as to pardon it. 

The greateft vidlory man can ob- 
tain is over himfelf : he that difdain- 
eth to feel an injury, retorteth it up- 
on him who oflPered it. 
Whepthoumeditateft revenge, thou 
- confeffeft that thou feeleft the wrong: 
when thou complainefl:,thou^ acknow- 
ledged thyfelf hurt by it : meaneft 
thou to add this triumph to the pride 
of thine enemy ? 

That cannot be an injury which is 
not felt : how then can he who deC- 
pifeth it revenge it ? 

If thou think it difhonourable to 
bear an offence, more is in thy power ; 
thou mayeft conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man a- 
fhamed to be thine enemy. Great- 
nefs of foul will terrify him from the 
thought of hurtiag x\x^^^ 



172 THE ECONOMY 

The greater the wrong, the more 
•glory is in pardoning it, and by how 
much more juftifiable would be re- 
venge, by fo much the more honour 
is in clemency* 

Hail thou a right to be judge in 
thine own caufe? to be a party in the 
acfl, and yet to pronounce ientence 
on it? before thou condenmeil, let 
another fay it is juft. 

The revengeful is feared, and there- 
fore he is hated ; but he that is ea« 
dowed with clemency is adored. The 
praife of his a(5lions remaiheth far 
ever ; and the love of the world at- 
tendeth him. 



C H A P. IV. 
Cruelty, Hatred, and Envy. 

Revenge is deteflable: what then 
is cruelty ? lo ! it poflefleth the mis- 
chief of the other, but it wanteth 

cvcja t/2epretenceo£iis^ioNoc^\k^TL%v 
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Men difown it as not of their na- 
ture : they are afliamed of it as a ftran- 
ger to their hearts ; do they not call 
it inhumanity ? 

Whence then is her origin ? unto 
what that is human oweth fhe her 
cxiftcnce ? her father is Fear, and be^ 
hold Di£inay,,is it not her mother ? 

The hero lifteth his fword againft 
the enemy that rcfifteth; but nofbon- 
cr doth he fubmit, than he is fatisfir- 
cd. 

It is not in honour to trample on 
the obje<5l that feareth : it is not in 
virtue to infult what is beneath it : 
fubdue the infolent, and fpare the 
humble, and thou, art at. the height 
ofvidlory. 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive 
at this end j^ he who hath not courage 
to afcend thus into it; lo ! he fuppli- 
cth the place of conqueftby murder, 
of fovereignty by flaughter. 

He who feareth all, ftriketh at all : 
why are tyrants cruel, but becaufcL 
tbe^ live m terror > 
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The cnr will tear the carcafe, tho* 
Ije dare not look it in the face while 
living : the hound that hunteth it 
to the death, mangleth it not aftcr^* 
wards. 

Civil wars arc the mod bloody, be- 
caufe thofe who fight them are cow- 
ards. Confpirators are murderers^ 
becaufe in death there is filence: is it 
not Fear that teHeth them they may 
be betrayed ? 

That thou mayeft not be cruel, fet 
thyfelf too high for hatred: that thou 
mayeft not be inhuman, place thyftlf 
above the reach of envy. 

Every man may be viewed in two 
lights : in one he will be troublefbme,. 
in the other lefs offenfive : chufe to 
fee him in that in which he leaft 
hurteth thee ; then Ihalt not thou da 
hurt unto him. 

What is therq that a man may not 
turn unto his good ; in that which 
offendeth us moft, there is more 
ground for complaint than hatred. " 
Man would be reconcVVa^ xs> \iiss^ ^ 
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whom he complaineth : what mur- 
dereth he, but what he hateth ? 

If thou art prevented of a benefit,, 
fly not into rage : the lofs of thy rea- 
fon is the want of a greater. 

Becaufe thou art robbed of thy 
cloke, wouldft thou ftrip thyfelf of 
thy coat alfo I 

When thou envicft the man who 
polTefleth honours ; when his titles, 
and his greatnefs raife thy indigna- 
tion j feek to know whence they came 
unto him j inquire by what means he 
was poflefl^d of them, and thine en^^ 
mity will be turned into pity. 

If the fame fortune were offered 
unto thee at the fame price,, be affu- 
red, if thou wert wife thou wouldft 
refufe ir. 

What is the pay for titles but flat-r 
teiy ? how doth man purchafe power 
but by being a ilave to him whg 
giveth it ? . 

Would thou lofc thine own liberty 

to 5c abic to labe vwazj x)aaX5& ^s^ss- 
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thcr ? or canft thou envy him who 
doth fo ? 

Man purchafeth nothing of his 
Inperiors but for a price, and that 
price, is it not more than the value ? 
wouldft thou pervert the cuftoms :of 
the world? wouldft thou have the 
purchafe and the price alfo ? 

As thou canft not envy what thou 
would ft not accept, difdain this caufe 
of hatred \ and drive from thy foul 
this occafion of the parent of cruelty. 

If thou poffefleft honour, canft thou 
envy that which is obtained at the 
expence of it ? if thou knoweft the 
value of virtue, pitieft thou notthofe 
who have bartered it fo meanly? 

When thou haft taught thyfelf to 
bear the feeming good'of men with- 
out repining, thou wilt hear of their 
real happtnefs with pleafure. 

If thou freft good things fall to 

one who deferved diem, thou wilt 

rejoice in it : for virtue is happy in 

the pro/perity of the virtuous. 

He who rejoicedci Va. ^^ "W^-^ 
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nefs of another^ incrcafeth by it hia 



own. 

C H A P. V. 

Heaviness of Heart. 

X HE foul of the chearful forceth a 
fmile from the face of affli<5lion ; but 
the defpondence of the fad deaden- 
cth even the brightnefs of Joy^ 

What is the fource of Sadnefs^ but 
a feeblenefs of the foul ? what giveth 
it power, but the wantof fpirit? roufe 
thyfelf to the combat, and Ihe quit-^ 
teth the field before thou ftrikeft. 

She is an eneniy to thy race ; there- 
fore drive her from thy heart ; fhe poi- 
foneth the fweets of tJiy life ; there- 
fore fuffer her not to enter thy dwel- 
ling, 

She.raifeth the lofs of a ftraw to 
the deflrudtion of thy fortune ; while 
Ihe vexeth thy foul about trifles, Ihe 
robbeth thee of thine attention to the 
things of confcquciic^ \ \>^0A^ *^^ 
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but propheiictii what ihe feemeth to 
relate unto thee. 

She fpreadeth drowiinefs as a^ vail 
over thy virtues : flie hidcth them 
from thofe who would honour thee 
on beholding them : (he entangleth 
and keepeth them down, while ihe 
maketh it moft neceflary for thee to 
^xert them, 

Lo ! fhe opprefleth thee with evil ; 
and fhe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee. 

If thou wouldft avoid what is bafe ; 
if thou wouldft difdain what is cow- 
ardly ; if thou wouldft drive from 
thy heart what is unjuft, fuffer not 
Sadnefs to Jay hold upon ft. 

Suffer it not to cover itfelf with 
the face of piety : let it not deceive 
thee with a fhow of wifdom. Reli- 
gion payeth honour to thy Maker j 
let it not be clouded with melancho- 
ly: Wifdom maketh thee happy: 
know then that forrow is to her looks 
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For what fliould man be forrow- . 
ful, but for aflGiidlipns? , why fliould 
his heart give up joy, when the caufes 
of it are not removed from him ? is 
not this being miferable for the fake 
of mifery ? 

As the mourner who looketh fad^ 
becaufe he is hired to do fo ; who 
wccpeth, becaufe his tears are paid 
for ; fuch is the man who fufFereth 
his heart to be fad, not becaufe he 
fufFereth aught, but becaufe he is 
gloomy. 

• It is hot the occafion that produ- 
ceth the forrow : ifor behold the fame 
thing fliall be to another rejoicing. 

Afk men if their fadnefs maketh 
things the better, and themfelves will 
confefs to thee that it is folly ; nay, 
they will praife him who beareth his 
ills with patience, who maketh head 
againft misfortune with courage. 
Applaufe fliould be followed by imi- 
tation. 

Sadnefs is againft Nature^ for it 
troubiethhcr xnouon^ v\q\ \\,t«^^^^- 
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eth diftafleful wKatfoever £he hath 
znade amiable. 

As the oak falleth before the tem- 
ped, and raifeth not its head again ; 
fo boweth the heart of man to the 
force of fadnefs, and fb tumeth it 
unto its ftrength no more. 

As the fhow melteth upon the 
mountains from the rain that trick- 
leth down their fides, even fo is beau- 
ty waflied from off the cheeks by 
tears : and neither the one nor the 
other returneth again for ever. 

As the pearl is diflblved by the vi- 
negar, which feemeth at firft only to 
obfcure its fur face ; fo is thy happi- 
nefs, O Man ! fwallowed up by hea- 
vinefs of heart, tho* at firft it feem- 
eth only to cover it with its (hadow. 

Behold Sadnefs in the public ftreets : 
caft thine eye upon her in the places 
of refort : doth any look upon her ? 
avoideth fhe not every one? and doth 
not every one fly from her prefence ? 

See how fhe droopeth her head, like 
the £o wcr whofe roox. v^ c\>x ^Sxxxi^^^ \ 
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fee how fhe fixeth her eyes upon 
earth : fee how they ferve her to no 
purpofe but for weeping. 

Is there in her mouth difcourfe f 
Is there in her heart che love nf iocie- 
Zy ? Is there in her foul reafon ? aOc 
her the caufe, and flie knoweth it 
not : inquire tae occ ilion, and beho .d 
there is none. 

Yet doth her ftrength fail h^r: lo ! 
at 'engrh (he finketh into the grave ; 
aid -loone fay^th, What is become 
of h'v ? 

Hafl thou underftandihg, and feefl: 
t^ou nor this? haft thou piety, and 
perceiveft thou not thine eiror ? 

God created thee in mercy: had he 
not intended rhee to be happy, h=s 
b neficence wovild not have ca'led 
thee into exifteuce : how dkrefl: thou 
then to fly in the face of his M^ijePcy ? 
While thou art moft ha* py with 
innocence, thou doeft him moft ho - 
nour: and what is thy difcontent, 
but murmuring aga\iv\\.\v\Ta\ 
Created he not aW xVv\v\^^\vi)^^^^ 
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changes ? and dareft thou to weep at 
their changing ? 

If we know the law of Nature, 
wherefore do we complain of it ? if ^ 
we are ignorant of it, what fhould we 
accufe but our biindnefs, to what 
every moment giveth us proof of ? 

Know, that it is not thou that ait 
to give laws to the world : thy part 
is to fubmit to them as thou findeft 
them : if they diftrefs thee, thy la- 
menting it but addeth to thy tor- 
ment. 

Be not deceived with fair pretences^ 
nor fuppofe that forrow healeth mis- 
fortune : it is a poifon under the co- 
lour of remedy : while it pretendeth 
to draw the arrow from thy breaft, 
lo, it plungeth it into thine heart. 

While fadnefb fcparateth thee from 
thv friends, doth it not fiiy thou art 
unfit for converfation? while it driv- 
erh thee into corners, doth it not pro- 
claim that it is afhamed of itfelf ? 

Ic is not in thy nature to meet the 

arrow's of ill fotcvxuc \xxsJtcvx\\\ t^rk. 
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doth Rcafon require it of thee : it is 
thy duty to bear misfortune like a 
man j but thou muft firft alfo feel it 
like one. 

Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
though virtue falleth not from thine 
heart: be thoii careful only that there 
is caufe, and that they flow not top 
abundantly. 

The greatnefs of the evil is not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
Ihed for it : the greateft griefs are a- 
bove thefe teftimoniesy as the great- 
eft joys are beyond utterance. 

What is there that weakeneth the 
foul like grief? what deprefltth ic like 
fadnefs ? 

Is the fbrrowful prepared for noble 
enterprifes ? or armeth he himfelf in 
the caufe of virtue ? 

SubjeiSl not thyfelf to ills, where 
there are in return no advantages ;, 
neither facrifice thou the means of 
good unto that which is in itfelf an 
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M A N 

May AcauiRE over his- 

F EL L O W-G R E A T U R E S:. 
CHAR L 

Nobility and Honour. 

Nobility refideth. not but in the 
foul; nor is there true honour except; 
in virtue^ 

The favour of Princes may be 
bought by vices; rank and titles 
may be purchafed for money: but 
thefe are not true honouw 

Crimes cannot e^LaVx. xJck& TSNa».^^^^ 
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commits them to real glory; neithjer- 
can gold make men noble. 

When titles are the reward of vir- 
tue ; when he is fet on high who hatk 
ferved his country; he who beftow-. 
eth the honours hath glory, like a^, 
he who receive th them, and the world 
is benefited by it. 

Wouldft thou wilh to be raifed for • 
men know not what ? wouldft thou 
that they Ihould fay, Why is this ? 

When the virtues of the hero de*. 
fcend to his children, his titles ac-- 
company them well: but when he 
who poflefTeth them is unlike to him*. | 
who defetveth them, lo! do they not.: 
call him degenerate ? 

Hereditary honour is accounted^ 
the mod noble ; but Reafon fpeaketh 
in the caufe of him who hath acqui- . 
red it. 

He who, meritlefs himfelf, appeal- 
eth to the adlions of his anceftors for 
his greataefs, is like the thief who 
c^Iaimeth prote^Slion by flying tQ the 



OF: HUMAN LIFE. i^ 

What good is it to the blind, that 
his parents could fee ? what benefit 
is it to the dumb, that hi^ grand- 
father was eloquent? even fo, what 
is it to the mean, that their predecefr- 
ibrs were noble? 

A mind difpofed to virtue maketh 
great the pofTefTpr of it ; and with- 
out titles it will raife him, above thle 
vulgar. 

He will acquire honouj^ while o- 
therft receive it ; and will he not fay 
\]^nto them, Such were the men whom - 
.you glory in being derived from*.. 

As the fliadow waiteth on the fuh- 
fiance, even fo true honour attcndeth 
upon virtue. 

Say not that Honour i$ the child txf 
Boldnefs, nor believe thou that the ha- 
zard of life ^lone can pay the priccpf 
it: it is not to the action that it is due, 
. but to the manner of performing it. 
All are not called tp the guiding the 
helm of State : neither are th^lc ^xm^^ 
i^s t& he comipa^xid^d A>^ cj^v^ ^'^^ 
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do well in that which is committed: 
to thy charge, and praiie fhall remain 
upon thee. 

Say not that difficulties' are nece:^' 
f^Tj to be conquered, or that liabour 
and danger mud be in the way to 
renown : the woman who is chafie, 
is flie not praifed ? the man who ie 
honefl, deferveth he not to be ho- 
noured ? 

The thirft of fame is violent; the 
defire of honour is powerful ; and he 
who gave them to us, gave them for 
great purpofes. 

When defperate ac5lions are necef- 
fary to the public ; when our lives 
are to be expofed for the good of our 
country ; what can add force to vir- 
tue, but ambition? 

Is it not die receiving honour that 
delighteth the noble mind?- its pride 
is the deferving it. 

Is it not better men fhould fay, • 
Why hath not this man a ftatue? 
than that they fliould alk, why he. 
hath one ?, 
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The ambitious will always be firft 
in the croud ; he preffeth forward, 
be looketh not behind him; more 
• anguifh is it to his foul to fee one be^ 
fore hitn, than joy to leave thoufandk 
at a diftance. 

The root of ambition is in every 
man; but it rifeth not in all: fear 
jkeepeth it down in fomc, in many it 
is fuppreffed by modefty. 

It is the inner-garment of the foul; 
the firft thing put on by it with the 
flefli, and the laft it laycth down at 
its reparation fronx it. 

It is an honour to thy nature when 
V^prthily employed: when thQU d** 
redleft it to wrong jpurpofes, it IhiV- 
xneth and deftroyeth thee. 

In the breaft of the traitor ambv- 
tion is covered: Hypocrify hideth his 
face under her mantle^ and cool dii^ 
iimulacion fnrni(heth it with fmooth 
words: but in t]be end men fhall fee 
what it is, 

T;ie ferpenr lofcth not his fting 
though bji^numbdd with the froft: 
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the tooth of the viper is not broken, 
though the cold clofetk his mouth: 
take pity on his flate, and he will 
ihew thee his fpirit : warm him ia 
thy bofom, and he will requite thee 
with death. 

He that is truly virtuous loveth Vir- 
tue for herfelf ; he difdaineth the ap- 
plaufe which Ambition aimeth after* 

How pitiable were the ftate of Vip- 
tue, if Ihe could not be happy but 
from another's praife! fhe is too no- 
ble to feek recompence, and no more 
will, than can be rewarded. 

The higher the fun arlleth, the 
lefs fhadow doth he m^ke ; even fb, 
the greater is the virtue, the lefs doth 
it covet praife; yet cannot it avoid 
its reward in honours. 

Glory, like a fhadow, fKeth him 
who purfueth it; but it followeth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
ii: if thou courted it without merit,- 
thou Ihalt never attain unto it ; if 
thov deferveftit^tho'thouhideft thy- 

&Jf^ it will nev.er forf^^ ^^^- 
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Purfue that which is honourable, 
do that which is right, and the ap- 
plaufe of thine own confcience will 
De more joy to thee than the fhouts 
of millions who know not that thou 
deferveft them. 



CHAP, IL 

Science and LearnincS* 

J[ HE nobleft employment of the 
mind of man, is the ftudy of the 
works of his Creator. 

To him whom the fcience of nature 
delighteth, every objedl bringeth a 
proof of his God ; every thing that 
proveth it, giver h caufe of adoration. 

His mind is lifted up to heaven 
every moment: his life is cne con*- 
tmued a(5l of devotion. 

Cafteth he his eye towards the 
clouds, findeth he not the heavens 
full of his wondetb^ W^kkfc'^V^^Qj^^^- 
to the earth, dotli not xke^owsv^x^ 

1 
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claim to him, Lefs than Omnipotence 
could not have formed me? 

While the plmets perform their, 
courfes; while the fun remainerh in 
his place; while the comet wander- 
cth thro' the liquid air, and rr:turn- 
eth to its deftiiied road again ; who 
but thy God, O M*m! could ha\e 
formed them ? what but inf^iiire \Vif- 
dom could have appoiniedthem their 
laws ? 

Behold how awful their fplendour! 
yet do they not diminilh! lo, hoiv 
rapid their motions! yet one runaeth 
not in the way of another! 

Look down upon the earth, and 
iee her produce : examine her bowels, 
and behold what they contain; hath 
not wifdom and power ordained the 
whole ? 

Who biddeth the grafs to fprng 

up? who watereth it at its due iei- 

fons? behold the ox croppeth it ; the 

hoHe and the fheep, feed they not 

vpon it ? who is He xVv^x. ^to^iV^^xSx 

it for [hem ? 
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Who giveth increafe to the corn 
which thou foweft ? who returneth it 
to thee a thoufand fold ? 

Who ripeneth for thee the olive in 
its time ; and the grape, though thou - 
knoweft not the caufe of it ? 

Can the meaneft fly create itfelf ? 
or wert thou aught lefs than God, 
couldfl thou have fafhioned it ? 

The beafts feel that they exift, but 
they wonder not at it; they rejoice in 
their life, but they know not that it 
fhall end : each performeth its courfe 
in fuccefSon ; nor is there a lofs of 
one ipeciesin a thoufand generations. 

Thou who feeft the whole as ad- 
mirable as its parts, canfl thou bet- 
ter employ thine eye, than in tracing 
out thy Creator's greatnefs in them ? 
thy mind, th^n in examining their 
wonders ? 

Power and mercy are difplayed in 
their formation ; juftice and goodnefs 
fhinc forth in the provifion that is 
made for them: all are Yisly^^ \w.^^^:j^ 
i^reraJ ways, nor enVieOcLOW^xXv^^'^^^' 
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What is the ftudy of words com-- 
pared with this ? in what fcience is 
knowledge, bat in the ftudjr of Na- 
ture ? 

When thou haft adored the fabric, 
inquire into its ufe ; for know, the 
earth produceth nothing but may be 
of good to thee: are not food and rai- 
ment, and the remedies for thy diA 
eafes, all derived from this fburcc a- 
lone ? 

Who is wife then, but he that 
knoweth it ? who hath underftand- 
ing, but he that contemplateth it t 
for the reft, whatever fcience hath 
raoft utility, whatever knowledge 
hath leaft vanity ; prefer tliefe unto 
the others, and profit of them for 
the fake of thy neighbour. 

To live and to die ; to command 
and to obey ; to do and to fuffer; are 
not thefc all that thou haft further 
to care about? morality fliall teach, 
thee thefe ; the Economy of life ftiall 
J;iy them before thee. 

Behold they are vj\ixxtxv. va. ^Jcccas; 
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heart, and thou needeft only to be 
reminded of them ; they are eafy of 
conception ; be attentive, and thou 
flialt retain them. 

All other fchemes are vain, all 0- 
ther knowledge is boaft : lo! it is not 
neceflary or beneficial to Man, nor 
doth it make him more good or more 
honeft. 

Piety to thy God, and benevolence 
to thy fellow-creatures, are they not 
thy great duties ? what^' fhall teach 
thee the one like the ftudy of his 
* works ? what fhaH inform thee of th? 
other, like underftanding thy depen* 
dencies ^ 
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BOOK FIFTH.. 

O, F 

NATURAL ACCIDENTS^ 

G H A P. IV. 

Prosperity and Adveasitt, 

jLJET not Profperity elate thine heart 
• above meafure ; neither deprefs thy 
foul to the grave, becaufe Fortune 
beareth hard againft thee. 

Her fmiles are not ft able, therer 
fore build not thy confidence upon 
them ; her frowos endure not for e- 
ver, therefore let hope, teach thee pa- 
tience. 

To bear adverfity well, is difficult; . 
' but to be temperate in profperity, is 
the height of wifdpm. 

Good and ill are tht^t^&^Vs^ ^Vvx'^ 
tbou art to Jknow thy con^^^^'i N^"^ 
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is 'there aught elfe that can tell thee 
the powers of thine own foul : be 
therefore upon the watch when they 
are upon thee. 

Behold Profperity, how fweetly Ihe 
flattereth thee ; how infenfibly flie 
robbeth thee of thy ftrength and thy 
vigour ! 

Tho' thou haft been coiiftant in 
ill fortune ; tho^ thou haft been invin- 
cible in diftrefs ; yet by her thou art 
conquered ; not knowing that thy 
ftrength returneth not again, and yet 
that thou againft maycft need it. 

AfHi(5lion moveth our enemies to 
pity ; fuccefs and happinefs caufe 
even our friends to envy. 

In adverfity is the feed of well-do- 
ing ! it is the nurfe of heroifm and 
boldnefs : who that hath enough will 
epdanger himfelf to have more? who 
that is at.eafe will fet liis life on the 
hazard ? 

True virtue will a(5l under all cir* 
cutnllanccs ; bat mexv fee moft of its 
eUhdts^ when accident coxic^xt^RV^\x* 
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In adverfity maa feeth himfelf a- 
bandoned by others ; he findeth that 
all his hopes are centered within him- 
* ielf : he roufeth his foul ; he €ncoun- 
tereth his difficulties, and they yitild 
before him. 

In profperity he fancieth himfelf . 
fafe ; he thinketh he is beloved of all 
that fmile about his table : he grow- 
eth carelefs and retnife : he feetli not 
tiie danger that is before him : he 
trufteth to others, and in the end thejr 
deceive him. 

* ^ Every man can advife his own foul 
in diftrefs ; but profperity blindeth 
the truth. 

Better is the forrow that leadeth ta 
contentment, than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diftrefs, 
and after plungeth himfelf into it. 

Our paffions diiflate to us in all 
our extremes ; moderation is the effe(5t 

• of wifdom. 

Be upright in thy whole life ; be 
content in all its chaa^^%\ ^^ ^^i&^ 
thoa make thy profit o\3X ^l ^<^^^^^^ 
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rences ; fo fliall every thing that Kaph 
peneth unto thee be the iburce cf 
praife. 

The -wife man maketh every thing 
the means of advantage, and with 
the fame countenance beholdeth he 
all the faces of Fortune ; he gevem- 
eth the good, he conquereth the evif, 
he is unmoved in all. 

Prefume not in profperity, neither 
defpair in adverfity : court not dan- 
gers, nor meanly fly from before 
them ; dare to defpife whatever will 
not remain with thee. 

Let not adverfity tear off the wings 
of Hope ; neither let Profperity ob- 
fcure the light of prudence. 

He wha defpaireth of the end fhaH 
never attain unto it ; and he who 
feeth not the pit fhall perifli therein. 

He who calleth Profperity his 

good, who hath faid unto her. With 

thee will 1 eftablifh my happineft j 

16 ! he anchoreth his veffel in a bed 

of /and, which tlierttaiti o€ tlve tide . 

Pra/betb avfaj. . 
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As the water that pafTeth from the 
mountains kifleth, in its way to the 
oceaa, every field that bordereth th^ 
rivers: as it tanieth not in any place; 
even fo, Fortune vifiteth the fbns of 
men: her motion is inceifant) fhe 
will not fiay ; fhe is unliable as the 
winds, how then wilt thou hold her? 
when fhe kifleth thee, thou art blei^ 
fed ; but behold, as thou turnefl to 
thank her, ihe is gone unto ano- 
ther* 

G H A P. II. 

Pain and Sickness^ 

The ficknefs of the body affedleth 
even the foul ; the one cannot be in 
health without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is 
mofl felt : and it is that which from 
Nature hath the feweft remedies. 

When thy conftancy faileth thee, 
call in thy reafon : when thy patience 
quitteth thee, call in tVi^ W^* 

To iiiffer, ia a u^c^ffifi.^ ^^sKiii^^ 



202 THE ECONOlVrY 

upon thy nature ; wouldeft thou that 
miracles ihould protedl thee from it? 
or fhalt thou repine becaufe it hap-, 
peneth unto thee? when lol it hap- 
peneth unto all. 

It is injuftice to cxpedl exemption 
from that thou wert bom unto: fubn 
mit with modefty to the tews of thy 
condition. 

Wouldft thou fay to the feafbns, 
Pafs not on, left I grow old ? is it not 
better to fuffer well that which thou, 
canft not avoid ? 

Pain that endureth long is mode- 
rate ; blufh therefore to complain of 
it: that which is violent is fhort; 
behold thou fceft tha end of it. 

Thy body was created to be fub- 
fervient to the foul : while thou af- 
fll^efl the foul for its pains, behold 
thou fetteft that above it. 

As the wife afflidleth not himfelf 
becaufe a thorn teareth his garment; 
£q the patient grieveth not his foulj 
becaufe that which covereth it is iu« 
jured. 



i 
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CHAP. III. 

Death. 

XxS the produdlioa of the metal pro- 
veth the work of the alchemift ; fo is 
death the teft of our lives ; the afldy 
which ftiewech the ftandard of all 
our aftions, 

Wouldft thou judge of a life, exa- 
mine the period of it: the end crown- 
cth the attempt ; and where diflimu- 
lation is no more, the truth appear- 
eth. 

He hath not fpent his life ill, who 
knoweth to die well ; neither can he 
have loft all his time, who employeth 
the laft portion of it to his honour. 

He was not born in vain who dieth 
as he ought ; neither hath he lived 
unprofitabiy who dieth happily. 

He that confidereth he is to die, is 
content while he liveth : he who ftri- 
veth to forget it, hath no pleafure in 
any tiling : his joy appeareth to him 
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a jewel which he expedleth every mo- 
ment he Oiall lofe. 

Wouldft thou learn to die nobly? 
let thy vices die before thee. Happy 
is he who endeth the bufinefs of his 
life before his death ; who, when the 
hour of it come th, hath nothing to 
do but to die ; who wifheth not de- 
lay, becaufe he hath no longer ufe 
for time. 

Avoid not death, for it is a weak- 
nefs ; fear it not, for thou under- 
ftandeft not what it is : all that thou 
certainly knoweft is, that it puttcth* 
an end to thy forrows. 

Think not the longed life the hap- 
pieft ; that which is beft employed, 
doth man the mod honour ; himfelf 
Ihall rejoice after death in the advan- 
tages of it. 

THIS IS THE COMPLETE 

ECONOMY OF HUMAN LIFE- 
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